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I’ve decided to write about the Season of Advent in my Pastor’s Notes during this beautiful sea-
son of the Church. I had to cancel the lecture series I had planned on giving during this Season. I 
hope this second installment for the 3rd Sunday of Advent is enriching for you and your family 
as we once again anticipate the liturgical coming of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 
3rd Sunday of Advent (Dec 14) 

 

Rejoice in the Lord always: again I say rejoice! The Lord is near. 

The Third Sunday of Advent has been called Gaudete Sunday, after the Latin gaudere, to rejoice. The opening 
prayer and communion antiphon speak of joy: Lord God, may we your people, who look forward to the birthday 

of Christ experience the joy of salvation and celebrate that feast with love and thanksgiving. God of mercy, may 

this eucharist bring us your divine help, free us from our sins, and prepare us for the birthday of our Savior. 

 
Once again at the beginning of the Liturgy of the Word for the Third Sunday of Advent the Prophet Isaiah speaks. 
Isaiah’s prophecy last week announced a future of justice and peace. A shoot shall sprout from the stump of 

Jesse…On that day, 

the root of Jesse, set up as a signal for the nations, the Gentiles shall seek out, for his dwelling shall be glorious 
(Isaiah 11:1-10). Isaiah declares that that day has already come. Sadness gives way to joy, even in nature, which is 
one with the fate of humanity. 
 
Scripture has always linked particular understandings to religious memories and faith. For example, it is through a 
desert that the people came to a covenant with God (Exodus 24:3-8), where they were given the Law that made 
them the people of God (Exodus 19:5). We today think of the biblical desert as a place of hardship, trial and test-
ing (i.e. Jesus’ temptation). It was different for the collective memory of biblical people who evoke these memo-
ries as an intimacy with God: I remember the devotion of your youth, how you loved me as a bride, following me 

in the desert, in a land unsown (Jeremiah 2:2). 
 
It is important to our understanding the verbs ”rejoice,” “exult,” “cry for joy” derive from a liturgical vocabulary. 
When Scripture says the desert and the parched land will exult and the steppe will rejoice and bloom is not simply 
a poetic way of speaking. The prophet envisions the scene as a liturgical celebration in which the desert plays a 
part. In biblical prose and poems, the mountains, heaven, and the sea take an active part in the events of salvation 
– particularly in the Exodus: When Israel came forth from Egypt…Judah became his sanctuary…The mountains 

skipped like rams, the hills like lambs of the flock…Before the face of the Lord, tremble, O Earth, before the face 

of the God of Jacob (Psalm 114:1-7). 
 
Isaiah speaks of those who are fearful and trembling and other words that evoke a people profoundly disturbed. 
After these verses come a calm; Be strong, fear not. Here is your God…he comes to save you. The blind see, the 

deaf hear, the lame leap like deer, the mute cry out with joy. Miracles and cures? Yes, but more importantly, they 
are acts that signify salvation. This is why the evangelists, when they report miraculous healings of Jesus, take 
care to use the verb “save” and not “heal.” 
 
God himself comes to save. Those whom the Lord has ransomed will return and enter Zion singing. God’s prom-
ise to the people foretold by Isaiah should remind us of St. John in Revelation: I heard a loud voice from the 

throne cry out: He shall be their God who is always with them. He shall wipe every tear from their eyes, and there 

shall be no more death or mourning, crying out or pain (Rev 21:3-4). 
 
Therefore, there is truly a question of salvation, an understanding of salvation, a salvation whose actions and ini-
tiatives belong to God. We do have a responsibility and that implies conversion, the return of us to God sustained 
and facilitated by grace. 
 
In Christ Jesus and St. Augustine, 
Fr. Gregory Heidenblut, O.S.A.   
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OUR LADY OF GRACE FOLK GROUPOUR LADY OF GRACE FOLK GROUPOUR LADY OF GRACE FOLK GROUPOUR LADY OF GRACE FOLK GROUP    
OUR LORD’S GRACE CDOUR LORD’S GRACE CDOUR LORD’S GRACE CDOUR LORD’S GRACE CD     

    

     Looking for the  perfect gift for the Christmas 
season? The Folk Group’s latest CD is available 
for purchase. Our Lord’s Grace, the 16 song CD 
includes,  “Day of Peace”, “Here In This Place”, 
“O Sacred Head”, and more.  The CD is  available 
for sale in the parish office.  Don’t delay! These 
make wonderful gifts for your family and friends 
and don’t forget one for yourself.  The CDs are 
$15.00.  Proceeds from the sales go towards up-
grading the church sound system.  
Thanks for all your support. Happy Holidays, 
Our Lady of Grace Folk Group 

“ADVENT LESSONS AND CAROLS”“ADVENT LESSONS AND CAROLS”“ADVENT LESSONS AND CAROLS”“ADVENT LESSONS AND CAROLS”    
 

     Sunday, afternoon December 14th 
you are invited to Advent Lessons & 
Carols at  4:00pm  in the Church fol-
lowed by dinner at 5:00pm in Stack 
Center. There is no cost  to you,  but 
reservations are required. Please RSVP 

to  Bonnie after Mass, or leave a message in the 
church office. 

CHRISTMAS FLOWERSCHRISTMAS FLOWERSCHRISTMAS FLOWERSCHRISTMAS FLOWERS     

    

     Again, this year, we are inviting you 
to remember family members and 
friends through a Flower Offering 

which will help us to purchase plants and other 
decorations we need to beautify our sanctuary.  
You may list the names of loved ones you wish to 
remember or memorialize by using the special 
flower envelopes --or by submitting the name to 
the Parish Office.  A list of names of all who are 
remembered will be available after Christmas.  
Thank you for considering this thoughtful and 
helpful way to remember those you love. 

A NOTE FROM ST. VINCENT de PAULA NOTE FROM ST. VINCENT de PAULA NOTE FROM ST. VINCENT de PAULA NOTE FROM ST. VINCENT de PAUL     

    

     Once again, the SVdP Conference at Our Lady 
of Grace will be preparing holiday food boxes for 
those in need.  If you know of someone who 
could use a Christmas food box, please call our 
help line and leave a message.  In the name of 
those we serve, thank you.  Our Help line is 510-
581-2164.   

MEN’S FELLOWSHIPMEN’S FELLOWSHIPMEN’S FELLOWSHIPMEN’S FELLOWSHIP    
 DECEMBER 15thDECEMBER 15thDECEMBER 15thDECEMBER 15th     

    

     Men of  OLG – Please  join Fr. Greg  for  an 
evening of  prayer and fellowship at 6:30pm, 
Monday, December 15th, in the Chapel at Casa 
Villanova on Anita Avenue. Bring your needs for 
prayer and help us pray for the World, America, 
Castro Valley, Our Families and Those in Need. 
Dinner will be served following our time of 
prayer.  All men of the Parish are invited to at-
tend. 

HOLIDAY MASS SCHEDULEHOLIDAY MASS SCHEDULEHOLIDAY MASS SCHEDULEHOLIDAY MASS SCHEDULE     

 

     Christmas Eve: Wednesday, December 24th 
                 Masses at 5:00pm, 10:00pm 

 

     Christmas Day: Thursday, December 25th 
                 Masses at 7:30, 9:00, 11:00am  

      

    New Year’s Eve:  Wednesday, December 31st 
                         Mass at 5:00pm 

 
 

    New Year’s Day: Thursday, January 1st 
     Mary, the Mother of God 

Mass at 9:00am  
 

SPEAKING OF DECORATIONSSPEAKING OF DECORATIONSSPEAKING OF DECORATIONSSPEAKING OF DECORATIONS    
Environment Thanks and NeedsEnvironment Thanks and NeedsEnvironment Thanks and NeedsEnvironment Thanks and Needs    

    

     Special thanks to our Environment Committee 
for creating such  beautiful Thanksgiving  and 
Advent worship settings.  Thanks goes to Claudia 
Dobbs, Darlene Futagaki, Kordula Gardner, Rose 
and Ray Montalban (and there flower crew), 
Susan Klas and Ronda White.    
     The committee is in need of help to get the 
church ready for Christmas, so please mark your 
calendars for Monday, December 22nd beginning 
at 12:30pm.  The more hands, the quicker the 
work will be completed.  Thanks in advance for 
your assistance.    



 

As we pray for an end to war and violence in our 
world, let us remember in prayer  those   
family members of our parish community  
serving on active duty, including: 

 

DAVID SANCHEZ       MICHAEL SANCHEZ     

   Jose Cisneros 
   Kathleen Denning 
   Estela Enriquez 
   Mary Franks 
   Byron Griffith 
   Liz Griffith 
   Raymond Lowe 
 

Richard Martin 
Marvin Picha 
Preston Parker 
Vernon Rodrigues 
Florence Sharp 
Josephine Sisler 
James Van Wert 
Yvonne Wheeler 
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Please  remember in your prayers the recently 

deceased in our parish families 

and all who mourn the loss of a loved one. 

 

LORRAINE JUHLER 

Your Prayers Are Requested 
Please lift up in your prayer those 
many among us who are ill and 
those who have asked for our 
prayerful remembrance: 
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SUNDAY COLLECTIONSUNDAY COLLECTIONSUNDAY COLLECTIONSUNDAY COLLECTION     

    

     Stewardship of treasure involves trust in God.  
You have to really believe in God’s Providence 
and trust that if you give ten percent  of  your in-
come to the Church and charity for example, God 
will help you live on the rest. 
 

         
Offerings of  December 7th:  

 

     Sunday Plate:      $   9,491.00 
     Last Year this week     $   7,608.00  
     Weekly Budgeted Goal:    $   8,815.00 
     Year-to-date this year:         $385,031.00  
     Year-to-date last year:         $396,256.00 

 

     December  Budgeted Expenses   $ 46,700.00 

 

May God bless  your continuing generosity.  

SCRIP NEWSSCRIP NEWSSCRIP NEWSSCRIP NEWS    

    

     Beat the “Mall Madness”  this holiday season 
while supporting Our Lady of Grace School at the 
same time.  Buy gift certificates (at face value) for 
various retailers through the Parish office, help-
ing the school earn from 2%-17% per certificate.  
A wide variety of merchants are available—Stop 
by the parish office and look over the list.          
Thank you for all your support and we wish you 
Happy  Holidays ! 

RECLAIMING CHRIST’S MISSION TOGETHERRECLAIMING CHRIST’S MISSION TOGETHERRECLAIMING CHRIST’S MISSION TOGETHERRECLAIMING CHRIST’S MISSION TOGETHER    
CAPITAL CAMPAIGNCAPITAL CAMPAIGNCAPITAL CAMPAIGNCAPITAL CAMPAIGN    

    

        As  part of  the  Reclaiming Christ’s  Mission 

Together campaign, Our Lady of Grace has been 
given a goal of $513,246.  Our Lady of Grace will re-
ceive 25% of all monies collected up to our goal. Once 
we meet and surpass our goal we will receive 50% of 
all monies collected over our goal. 
     By achieving our goal we can raise approximately 
$128,000 for our Parish.  Our Parish share of the funds 
raised through Reclaiming Christ’s Mission Together 
campaign will be used in the following  areas:  Reno-

vation of Stack Center, Repairs to the Church and 

the parking lot. 
     Our projects are an important part of this campaign.  
To complete all the projects, we need strong participa-
tion to reach, and hopefully exceed, our overall goal 
and raise maximum funds for our parish. 

     Please remember that we are not asking for the 
same size gift from every family, but we are looking 
for the same size sacrifice.  We thank everyone for 
their prayerful consideration and support of this his-
toric effort in our Diocese. 

RELIGIOUS RETIREMENT COLLECTIONRELIGIOUS RETIREMENT COLLECTIONRELIGIOUS RETIREMENT COLLECTIONRELIGIOUS RETIREMENT COLLECTION    
    

     This annual appeal helps retired sisters, broth-
ers and religious order priest, who spent their 
lives in church ministries such as education, 
health care and social service.  Envelopes are in 
the pews and at the entrances of the church for 
your use. Please give generously.  Religious 
women and men thank you for each merciful ac-
tion you take on behalf of others and pray for 
your spiritual peace. 
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   Sunday, December 14th: 
  

 Coffee & Donuts After All Masses 

 

 Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
 9:00am--Mass 

 

 Religious Education Classes 
 10:30am--Stack Center 

 

 Youth Ministry 
 After 9:00am Mass--Gym 

 

 Advent Lessons & Carols 
 4:30pm--Church  

 

   Monday, December 15th: 

 

 Men’s Fellowship Prayer Gathering 
 6:30pm--Casa Villanova Chapel  
   

   Tuesday, December 16th: 

 

 Bible Study 
 9:30am--Parish Office 

 

 Nursing Home Mass 
 1:30pm--Baywood 

 

 Religious Education Classes 
 3:45pm--Stack Center 

 

   Wednesday, December 17th: 

 

 Nursing Home Mass 
 10:30am--Life House 

 

 St. Vincent de Paul Meeting 
 7:00pm--Parish Office 

  

   Thursday, December 18th: 

 

     Serenity Group 
 8:15pm— Stack Center 

       

   Sunday, December 21st: 

 

 Coffee & Donuts After All Masses 

   

 Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
 9:00am--Mass 

 

 Religious Education Classes 
 10:30am--Stack Center 

 

 Youth Ministry 
 After 9:00am Mass--Gym 

  

 Spanish Mass 
 2:00pm--Church  

 

 Christmas Posadas 
 3:00pm--Stack Center 

Gospel for FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT  
Luke 1:26--38 
 

     The angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town of 
Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man 
named Joseph, of the house of David, and the virgin’s 
name was Mary. And coming to her, he said, “Hail, full 
of grace! The Lord is with you.” But she was greatly 
troubled at what was said and pondered what sort of 
greeting this might be. Then the angel said to her, “Do 
not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 
“Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a 
son, and you shall name him Jesus. He will be great and 
will be called Son of the Most High, and the Lord God 
will give him the throne of David his father, and he will 
rule over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom 
there will be no end.” But Mary said to the angel, “How 
can this be, since I have no relations with a man?” And 
the angel said to her in reply, “The Holy Spirit will come 
upon you, and the power of the Most High will over-
shadow you. Therefore the child to be born will be called 
holy, the Son of God. And behold, Elizabeth, your rela-
tive, has also conceived a son in her old age, and this is 
the sixth month for her who was called barren; for noth-
ing will be impossible for God.” Mary said, “Behold, I 
am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me ac-
cording to your word.” Then the angel departed from her. 

FAIR TRADE COFFEEFAIR TRADE COFFEEFAIR TRADE COFFEEFAIR TRADE COFFEE     

    

     We have a few bags of Just Coffee ground or-
ganic Fair Trade coffee available for purchase in 
the Parish Office.  If you missed your chance to 
buy it last weekend during the Fair Trade Christ-
mas Boutique stop in the Parish Office and pick 
up a 12oz bag for $12.00. 

CHRISTMAS POSADACHRISTMAS POSADACHRISTMAS POSADACHRISTMAS POSADA    
DECEMBER 21stDECEMBER 21stDECEMBER 21stDECEMBER 21st    

     The Hispanic Group is hosting a Christmas 
Posada and Pot Luck on December 21st after the 
2:00pm Mass.  Join them in Stack Center and 
bring your favorite dish to share.  Hope to see 
you there. 
     EL GRUPO HISPANO LLEVARA A CABO 
UNA POSADA NAVIDENA Y UNA COMIDA DE 
CONVIVENCIA, EL DIA 21 DE DIEIEMBRE 
DESPUES DE LA MISA DE LAS 2:00PM EN EL 
STACK CENTER.  ACOMPANENOS Y TRAIGA 
SU PLATILLO FAVORITO PARA COMPARTIR 
CON LA COMUNIDAD ESPERAMOS NOS 
ACOMPANE. 
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THANK THEM WITH YOUR SUPPORT 
 

Please support our advertisers who make our weekly 
bulletin possible and  so generously support our 
parish.  We are grateful to them ! 

This week we extend our gratitude to: 

 

ALAMEDA ENGINEERINGALAMEDA ENGINEERINGALAMEDA ENGINEERINGALAMEDA ENGINEERING    

ADORATION OF THE ADORATION OF THE ADORATION OF THE ADORATION OF THE     
BLESSED SACRAMENTBLESSED SACRAMENTBLESSED SACRAMENTBLESSED SACRAMENT    

SATURDAY,  DECEMBER 20thSATURDAY,  DECEMBER 20thSATURDAY,  DECEMBER 20thSATURDAY,  DECEMBER 20th    
    

      Our  next  Holy  Hour  with  the    
Blessed  Sacrament:  

Saturday, December 20th 

After the 8:30am Mass 
Private Devotion,  

In the Chapel 
All are welcome. 

Please note:  During the school year, our 8:30am 
Monday Mass will be celebrated in the Church. 
Unless otherwise noted all other weekday 
masses will be held in the Chapel. 
 
 

 MONDAY, DECEMBER 15th (CHURCH) 
    8:30am  Lilia Sousa   (D) 
                         

 TUESDAY, DECEMBER 16th 
    7:00am  Lee, Yaka & Frank Music   (D) 
                 

   WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 17th 
    7:00am  Louis Rodriques   (D) 
                                    

 THURSDAY, DECEMBER 18th 
    7:00am  Tom Hayes   D) 
                       
 FRIDAY, DECEMBER 19th 
    7:00am  Manuel & Dorothy Callier  (D)  
                                 

 SATURDAY, DECEMBER 20th 
    8:30am  Dick Biddinger   (D)     

READINGS FOR THE WEEK: 
 

December 15th through December 21st 
 

Monday:  Numbers 24:2-7,15-17;  

  Matthew 21:23-27 

Tuesday:   Zephaniah 3:1-2,9-13;  

  Matthew 21:28-32 

Wednesday: Genesis 49:2,8-10; Matthew 1:1-17 

Thursday:  Jeremiah 23:5-8; Matthew 1:18-25 

Friday:  Judges 13:2-7,24-25; Luke 1:5-25 

Saturday:  Isaiah 7:10-14; Luke 1:26-38 

Sunday:  2 Samuel 7:1-5,8-12,14,16;  

  Romans 16:25-27; Luke 1:26-38 

Misa en EspañolMisa en EspañolMisa en EspañolMisa en Español    
A las 2:00pm 

SPANISH MASSSPANISH MASSSPANISH MASSSPANISH MASS     

    

     Fr. Greg  will be offering a mass in Spanish  one 
Sunday of every month at 2:00pm in the Church. The 
next Spanish Mass will be Sunday, December 21st at 
2:00pm. 

RENEW YOUR SAFEWAY ESCRIP RENEW YOUR SAFEWAY ESCRIP RENEW YOUR SAFEWAY ESCRIP RENEW YOUR SAFEWAY ESCRIP     
CARD TODAYCARD TODAYCARD TODAYCARD TODAY     

    

     Have you renewed your Safeway cards for our Es-
crip program?  Your valuable contributions will stop 
unless your renew your cards this month.  Note: if you 
have not yet signed with Religious Education eScrip 
stop by the Parish Office and we will sign you up. 

OUR LADY OF GRACE OUR LADY OF GRACE OUR LADY OF GRACE OUR LADY OF GRACE     
SCHOOL FUNDRAISERSCHOOL FUNDRAISERSCHOOL FUNDRAISERSCHOOL FUNDRAISER    

 

     Fox Sox is offering 30% off their great socks for 
the holidays.  These socks make great gifts for 
adults and children.  Just go to www.FoxSox.com 
and click on “Shop Online” to get started.  Order 
soon as popular styles may sell out!  Use promo 
code: PR14OLG and get a discount as well as 
earning money for our school!  Hurry offer ex-
pires December 31st. 

HOLIDAY BULLETIN DEADLINEHOLIDAY BULLETIN DEADLINEHOLIDAY BULLETIN DEADLINEHOLIDAY BULLETIN DEADLINE    

    

    Please have items for the bulletin to the Parish office 
not later than the deadlines below. 

 

December 28th bulletin December 15th Noon 
January 4th bulletin  December 17th Noon 


