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THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

DECEMBER 13, 2020

Our Lady of Guadalupe Patroness Of The Unborn
Message to St. Juan Diego:
“Hear and let it penetrate your hearts, my dear little ones. Let nothing discourage you, nothing depress you; let nothing alter your heart or your countenance. Do not fear vexation, anxiety or pain. Am I not here, your Mother? Are you
not in the folds of my mantle, in the crossing of my arms? Is there anything else that you need?”
As people of faith we have an advocate in Our Lady of Guadalupe who is Patroness of the Americas. We seek to evangelize and give
hope to the people of this land, letting them know that the culture of death is a deception and the truth is that every life is loved, wanted
and protected. May we take hope and speak loudly the truth of her Son and the Salvation he offers humanity.
I prayed in front of Planned Parenthood this year and realized the deception that has been used to promote abortion as a good. Only love
for all humanity as revealed by God can open the eyes of humanity. This deception of the culture of death has been made clear as the
Aster Zeneca vaccine created from the cells of a girl aborted in the Netherlands in 1970 is being used in England. The description was in
Prop 14 which approved money this year for fetal stem cell research from aborted babies in California. The deception is happening at
UCSF which is doing studies implanting the digestive and reproductive systems of aborted babies into rats. This is ugly and hard to believe but there is hope. Our Bishops have said the Moderna and Pfizer vaccines have been ethically produced without fetal stem cells.
A Prayer to Our Lady of Guadalupe by USCCB
Virgin of Guadalupe, Patroness of unborn children, we implore your intercession for every child at risk of abortion. Help expectant parents to welcome from God the priceless gift of their child’s life. Console parents who have lost that gift through abortion, and lead them
to forgiveness and healing through the Divine Mercy of your Son. Teach us to cherish and to care for family and friends until God calls
them home. Help us never to see others as burdens. Guide our public officials to defend each and every human life through just
laws. Inspire us all to bring our faith into public life, to speak for those who have no voice. We ask this in the name of your Son, Jesus
Christ, who is Love and Mercy itself. Amen.
Advent Guadete Sunday
A Joyful Sunday - The Third Sunday of Advent is also known as Gaudete Sunday. The word “gaudete” is derived from the Latin words
“gaudium,” joy, and “gaudeo,” to rejoice or be glad. Gaudete Sunday occurs eight to thirteen days before Christmas, and the nearness of
the feast is reason for great joy.
The Term “Gaudete”-Gaudete is taken from the Entrance Antiphon: “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, rejoice. Indeed, the Lord
is near” (paraphrase, Phil 4:4-5). Advent is a time of joyful expectation and eager preparation for the Solemnity of Christmas.
Multiple Reasons For Joy-There is joy in looking forward to the annual celebration of Christmas, but there is also joy in looking back
to remember the birth of Jesus on the first Christmas. The joy is heightened by the importance of his birth that he was born to save people from their sins (Mt 1:21b). The joy also extends to anticipation of the Second Coming, either at the end of physical life or the end of
the world, the time when believers will be given the crown of righteousness (2 Tim 4:8) and a place in the Father’s house (Jn 14:2) to
dwell with God and his angels and saints for all eternity.
A Joyful Color-Rose represents joy and may be used as the liturgical color for Gaudete Sunday. Violet remains the official color for the
Season of Advent, the Third Sunday included, because all of Advent has a penitential tone, a time to be absolved of sin and be in the
state of grace for Christmas. Gaudete Sunday offers a brief respite to focus on the uplifting, upcoming joyful celebration of the Nativity.
Joyful Adornments-The priest may wear a rose chasuble and the deacon may wear a rose dalmatic. Church decorations may include
roses or other flowers, a rose-colored altar cloth, drapery on the pulpit or ambo, chalice veil, tabernacle curtain, or wall hangings. The
third candle of the Advent wreath is rose.
Joyful Prayers-The prayers in The Roman Missal on the Third Sunday of Advent convey a joyful message. The immediacy of Christmas is addressed in the Collect, “O God, who see how your people faithfully await the feast of the Lord’s Nativity,” followed by two
explicit references to joy: “enable us … to attain the joys of so great a salvation” and “to celebrate them [with] … glad rejoicing.” Preface II of Advent says “we rejoice at the mystery of his Nativity” and that we are “exultant in his praise.” The Communion Antiphon
contains the joyful message, “Behold, our God will come, and he will save us” (cf. Is 35:4). Two invocations in the Solemn Blessing for
Advent refer to joy: the second, “may he make you … joyful in hope,” and the third, “So that, rejoicing now with devotion at the Redeemer’s coming.”
Joyful Readings-The scripture texts for the Third Sunday of Advent, Year B are filled with references for joy. The first reading exhorts,
“I rejoice heartily in the LORD, in my God is the joy of my soul.” (Is 61:10) The refrain for the Responsorial Psalm joy of Mary, “My
soul rejoices in my God”. and the first stanza adds, “My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord; my spirit rejoices in God my Savior”,
Lk 1:46). The second reading encourages us: “Pray without ceasing. In all circumstances give thanks, for this is the will of God for you
in Christ Jesus”. (1 Thes 5:16). In the Gospel, John the Baptist’s mission is revealed in the joyful announcement: He came for testimony, to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. (Jn 1:6).
Peace & Love,
Fr. Tom

Gospel for the Fourth Sunday of Advent (December 20th)
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RELIGIOUS RETIREMENT COLLECTION
DECEMBER 12th & 13TH
Please give to those who have given a lifetime. This
annual appeal helps retired sister, brother and religious
older priests, who spent their lives in church ministries
such as education, healthcare and social service. Please
give generously. Religious women and men thank you
for each merciful action you take on behalf of others
and they pray for your spiritual peace. Please make
your check out to “Our Lady of Grace” and write
“Religious Retirement” on the memo line and on the
envelope and place it in the regular offering at Mass.
God Bless!

THIS WEEKEND’S MASS SCHEDULE
Reservations are not required
Saturday 11:00AM: Whole Family Mass & Mini
Session at the St. Francis Garden Chapel (bring your
own chairs)
Saturday 4:00PM: Vigil Mass at the St. Francis
Garden Chapel (bring your own chairs)
Sunday 9:00AM: Drive-In Mass with Livestream.
(Rear Parking Lot)
Sunday 11:00AM: Mass at the St. Francis Garden
Chapel (bring your own chairs)

END OF YEAR GIVING
Now is a good time to make a donation if you have
not yet done so. Under the Cares Act, part of the federal government’s pandemic relief program that pass in
March, individual taxpayers can take a deduction of
up to $300 for cash donations made in 2020 when they
file their tax return in spring.
Typically you can deduct charitable donations only
if you itemize your personal deductions, rather than
taking the standard deduction. This new “universal”
deduction makes it easier for people to receive a tax
benefit for giving. Because the deduction is taken
“above the line”, it reduces, by up to $300, your adjusted gross income.

Sunday 1:00PM: Spanish Mass at the St. Francis
Garden Chapel (bring your own chairs)
We will continue to livestream daily and weekend
Masses.
OUTDOOR IN-PERSON MASS PROTOCOLS
For everyone’s safety, we ask that parishioners bring
their own lawn/camping chairs, have masks in place
and worn throughout the duration of Mass, and sit 6
feet from other households. If you are not feeling well,
we invite you to celebrate Mass via Livestream. We
thank you for your understanding!

CHRISTMAS FLOWER OFFERING
We invite you to remember family
members and friends through a Flower
Offering which will help us to purchase
plants and other decorations we need to
beautify our sanctuary. You may list names of loved
ones you wish to remember or memorialize and include it with your offering. Please make your check
out to “Our Lady of Grace” and write “Christmas
Flowers” on the memo line and on the envelope and
place it in the regular offering at Mass. We thank you
for considering this thoughtful and helpful way to remember those you love.

CONFESSION & ADORATION SCHEDULE
Thursdays 3:00-4:30PM: Confession in the Prayer
Garden, next to the Church. Please enter from
Somerset Avenue.
Fridays 9:00-10:00AM: Confession at the Front
Doors of the Church
Saturdays 9:00-10:00AM: Confession and
Adoration at the Front Doors of the Church
Sundays Noon-12:45PM: Confession in the tent by
the St. Francis Garden Chapel.
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ALTAR CANDLE MEMORIALS
We are looking to have 6 monthly
sponsors for our Altar Candles and ask
for a donation of $20 to cover the cost
of the candles for the month. Our donors will be recognized in the 1st bulletin of the month and there will
be a monthly Mass offered for the intention of our
Candle Memorial. Many blessed thanks for those who
have donated. For more information, please call the
Parish Office.

SUNDAY COLLECTION
Stewardship of treasure involves trust in God. You
have to really believe in God’s Providence and trust
that if you give 10% of your income to the Church and
charity, for example, God will help you live on the
rest.
Offerings for the Month of NOVEMBER:
Sunday Plate for the month:
$ 41,194.00
Month Budgeted Goal:
$ 45,705.00
Over/[Shortfall]
$ [4,511.00]
Year-To-Date Over/[Shortfall]
$ [25,472.00]
May God bless your continuing generosity.

Your Prayers Are Requested
Please lift up in your prayer those many
among us who are ill and those who have
asked for our prayerful remembrance:

Pam Ahland
Glen Alcorn
Elvira Arechiga
Peggy Burton
Virginia Cabardo
Nancy French
Sheila McAlinden
Arcadio Morfin

ONE WARM COAT DRIVE
We invite parishioners to donate new or
gently used men’s, women’s or children’s
coats to this drive. These coats will be distributed through our local Conference and
the drop-in centers and clothing closet at St. Vincent
de Paul’s main campus in Oakland. We will also be
collecting sleeping bags,
hand warmers &
tarps. Please bring your donations and place them in
the barrel at the Somerset entrance of the church. We
will be accepting coats until December 31st. In keeping with COVID safe precautions, we ask that you bag
your coats in a plastic bag. We will have some plastic
bags available for your use. Thank you to those who
have donated already!

Diana Riley
Beth Snow
Howard Songey
James Van Wert
Concepcion Velasco
Mary Lou Vincent
Arthur Williams
Peggy Winkenbach

Please remember in your prayers the recently
deceased in our parish families and all who mourn
the loss of a loved one.
In Memoriam

If you shop at Amazon.com, please consider going
to smile.amazon.com and choosing Our Lady of
Grace to receive 0.5% of all qualifying purchases you
make when shopping through smile.amazon.com.
Products and prices are the same, and Our Lady of
Grace will receive a donation each time you make a
purchase.

ROBERT HESS
PRISCILLA COSTA
MELENCIA REYES LUDOVICE
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Sunday, December 13th:
Third Sunday of Advent
Drive-In Mass With Livestream on Facebook
9:00am--Rear Parking Lot
Mass—Reservations are not required
11:00am--St. Francis Garden Chapel

PRE-BAPTISM CLASS
FOR PARENTS & GODPARENTS
If you are wishing to have your child,
ages infant to six years baptized, parents
and Godparents need to attend a PreBaptism Class. You also need to be registered members of the parish for at least three months. PreBaptism classes are held the first Wednesday of the
month at 7:00pm via Zoom. Our next class will be
on January 6th. Call Jay at 510-537-0806 for more
information.

Confession
Noon-12:45pm—Tent next to
St. Francis Garden Chapel
Spanish Mass - Reservations are not required
1:00pm--St. Francis Garden Chapel
Monday, December 14th:
Livestream Mass on Facebook
8:15am
Pax Christi—Fratelli Tutti
7:00pm—Zoom
Bible Study—Spanish
7:00pm—Zoom

FAITH FORMATION 2020-2021
Please pray for the young members of our Church.
First Communion
Next class: December 19th
11:00am—St. Francis Garden Chapel
Weather Permitting

Tuesday, December 15th:
Livestream Mass on Facebook
8:15am
“The Search” with Fr. Tom
7:00pm—Zoom

Whole Family
Next class: December 12th
11:00am—St. Francis Garden Chapel,
Weather Permitting

Wednesday, December 16th:
Livestream Mass on Facebook
8:15am
Thursday, December 17th:
Livestream Mass on Facebook
8:15am
Confession
3:00-4:30pm—Prayer Garden next to Church

Youth Ministry
Next class: December 20th
3:30pm—St. Francis Garden Chapel,
Weather Permitting

Friday, December 18th:
Livestream Mass on Facebook
8:15am
Confession
9:00-10:00am—Front Doors of Church

PILGRIMAGE TO THE HOLY LAND
May 17– May 30, 2021
11 or 14 days - $4,099/$4,699, all included ($200$300 out of pocket expenses). Join us on a spiritual
excursion visiting the sacred cities of Our Lord´s birth,
passion, death and resurrection, Petra and other ancient
sites. 11 days with special masses by your spiritual
guide or 14 days with an added stay in Istanbul. Renew
your marriage vows in Cana! Reserve your pilgrimage
with $500. Zoom meetings are once a month starting
December 13th at 7:00pm. Contact Jacqueline Margaret 510-708 4220 or email: jacquelin29@yahoo.com

Saturday, December 19th:
Confession & Adoration
9:00-10:00am—Front Doors of Church
1st Communion Mass & Mini Session
11:00am—St. Francis Garden Chapel
Vigil Mass—Reservations are not required
4:00pm--St. Francis Garden Chapel
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK:
December 14th through December 20th
Monday:

SUNDAY, December 13th
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Tuesday:

9:00am

Antonio Chocha—D
Franciscan Friars’ Intentions
11:00am OLG Community
1:00pm Bernardo Escobedo—D

Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:
Sunday:

MONDAY, December 14th
St. John of the Cross, Priest & Doctor of the Church

8:15am

Ferdinand Perdido—D

TUESDAY, December 15th
8:15am Jerome Gann—D

Numbers 24:2-7, 15-17a;
Matthew 21:23-27
Zephaniah 3:1-2, 9-13;
Matthew 21:28-32
Isaiah 45:6c-8, 18, 21c-25;
Luke 7:18b-23
Genesis 49:2, 8-10; Matthew 1:1-17
Jeremiah 23:5-8; Matthew 1:18-25
Judges 13:2-7, 24-25a; Luke 1:5-25
2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16;
Romans 16:25-27; Luke 1:26-38

WEDNESDAY, December 16th
8:15am Melissa Capote—L
THURSDAY, December 17th
8:15am Jesusa Perdido—D

BILINGUAL CHILDCARE AVAILABLE
Lucy’s Childcare (Lic #013421744)
20864 Baker Road, Castro Valley

FRIDAY, December 18th
8:15am Gina Castillo—L
SATURDAY, December 19th
8:15am Gilberto C. Marquez—D
4:00pm Steve Penland—D

Phone: 510-727-1243
Cell: 510-274-3764
LucyVillanueva.543@gmail.com

SUNDAY, December 20th
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Member of the Hispanic Community

9:00am

Elena Salazar—D
Louis Rodrigues—D
11:00am OLG Community
1:00pm Franciscan Friars’ Intentions

RELEVANT RADIO - 1260 AM
Relevant Radio brings you the best in
Catholic Radio 24/7! Playing on 1260AM
and dedicated to sharing the heart of the
Catholic Faith and changing lives.

THIS WEEK--Continued

PAX CHRISTI QUOTE OF THE WEEK
“As we seek the truth together, with respect for the
conscience of others, we will be able to go forward
along the paths of freedom which lead to peace, in
accordance with the will of God.”
-Pope John Paul II, January 1971

Sunday, December 20th:
Fourth Sunday of Advent
Drive-In Mass With Livestream on Facebook
9:00am--Rear Parking Lot
Mass—Reservations are not required
11:00am--St. Francis Garden Chapel
Confession
Noon-12:45pm—Tent next to
St. Francis Garden Chapel

THANK THEM WITH YOUR SUPPORT
Please support our advertisers who make our weekly
bulletin possible and so generously support our Parish. We are grateful to them!
This week we extend our gratitude to:

Spanish Mass - Reservations are not required
1:00pm--St. Francis Garden Chapel
Youth Ministry Mass & Mini Session
3:30pm—St. Francis Garden Chapel

DR. JOAN M. JUPINA, D.D.S.
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