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The National Catholic Register - Supreme Court Rules in Favor of Hobby Lobby, Conestoga 

Wood in 5-4 Decision Legal experts are divided on the decision’s implications for HHS lawsuits 

brought by religious nonprofits. BY JOAN FRAWLEY DESMOND 
 

WASHINGTON — Do business owners have free-exercise rights or should the workplace be viewed 
as a “secular” space that excludes faith-based practices and beliefs that may collide with powerful 

state interests? 
On June 30, in a 5-4 decision, the U.S. Supreme Court rejected the Obama administration’s argument that businesses 
do not possess free-exercise rights and that the alleged public-health benefits of requiring health plans to provide co-
pay-free contraception, abortion-inducing drugs and sterilization must take precedence over the faith-based objections 
of for-profit employers. The majority found that closely held for-profit corporations should be treated as “persons” un-
der the federal Religious Freedom Restoration Act (RFRA). 
Further, writing for the majority, Justice Samuel Alito, Jr. stated that the Health and Human Services (HHS)’ contra-
ceptive mandate violated the religious freedom of two closely held family businesses owned by Christians — Hobby 
Lobby, an Oklahoma-based craft-store chain, and Conestoga Wood Specialties, a Pennsylvania cabinet maker — 
which argued that the law forced them to provide abortion-inducing drugs in their health plans, despite their strong 
moral objections. 
  The IRS defines “closely held corporations” as those with more than 50% of their stock held by five or fewer 
individuals. It is not yet clear how many of the 49 for-profit cases will benefit from the decision, but many are family 
businesses. 
The Religious Freedom Restoration Act requires government to enact laws that do not “substantially burden” religious 
freedom without a compelling state interest. Once that threshold has been met, the state must choose the “least restric-
tive means” of advancing its interest.  The majority found that the federal law failed to meet that demanding test. It 
concluded that the government could choose a different means of providing access to contraception without requiring 
the family businesses to violate their beliefs. 
“HHS has not shown that it lacks other means of achieving its desired goal without imposing a substantial burden on 
the exercise of religion,” stated Justice Alito.  “The most straightforward way of doing this would be for the govern-
ment to assume the cost of providing for the four contraceptives at issue to any women who are unable to obtain them 
under their health-insurance policies due to their employer’s religious objections,” said Alito. 
Legal experts and lawmakers who backed the HHS mandate had predicted that if the high court decided in favor of 
Hobby Lobby, it would open the floodgates for similar lawsuits by corporations seeking to avoid compliance with vari-
ous federal laws. However, Justice Alito said it “seems unlikely” publicly held corporations would raise RFRA claims, 
and he set that issue aside. 

 

 Strong Endorsement of Religious Freedom 

Catholic leaders and legal scholars marked the decision as a strong endorsement of religious freedom. But they were 
cautious about reading the opinion as a sign that the court would likely rule in favor of legal challenges to the mandate 
brought by Church-affiliated nonprofits, such as diocesan social agencies, the Little Sisters of the Poor, The Catholic 
University of America and the Eternal Word Television Network (EWTN). 
“The decision today is a great victory for the religious freedom of everyone, in particular, those who want to bring their 
religious convictions into the workplace,” said Archbishop William Lori of Baltimore, the U.S. bishops’ point man on 
religious liberty, who, in 2012, sparked criticism from some Catholics when he defended the right of business owners 
to oppose the HHS mandate on free-exercise grounds. However, Archbishop Lori told the Register, “It is too soon to 
say how today’s decision will apply to nonprofit cases.” 
“The chief reason why the case is huge is that the court rejected the government's attempt to map out our social world 
so that religion simply stops where the commercial world begins,” Gerard Bradley, a professor at University of Notre 
Dame's law school, told the Register.   
“As Justice Alito said near the end of his opinion for the majority, the Obama administration would exclude people like 
the families which own these companies ‘from full participation in the economic life of the nation.’ Alito said the Reli-
gious Freedom Restoration Act ‘was enacted to prevent such an outcome.’” 
John Garvey, president of The Catholic University of America (CUA) and an expert on constitutional law, described 
the decision as “a good sign that the Supreme Court still believes religious liberty is an important constitutional and 
cultural value.”  TO BE CONTINUED, JULY 20TH – PASTOR’S NOTES.    
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REMEMBER OUR LADY OF GRACEREMEMBER OUR LADY OF GRACEREMEMBER OUR LADY OF GRACEREMEMBER OUR LADY OF GRACE     

    

     Please consider remembering Our Lady of 
Grace in your Will or Trust. 
     Should you have any questions, call Fr. Greg at 
the Parish Office, 537-0806. 

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTSRITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTSRITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTSRITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS    
(RCIA)(RCIA)(RCIA)(RCIA)     

    

     Did you miss your opportunity with last year’s 
RCIA group?  Are you interested in learning more 
about the Catholic faith?  Now is the time to think 
about becoming Catholic.   
     The RCIA  process is  open  to  adults  who  are  not 
baptized, Christians  validly  baptized in  another 
Christian denomination, baptized Catholics who have 
not received the sacraments of Eucharist, and Confir-
mation and have had little or no faith formation.  
Through the RCIA Inquiry process you will discover 
the truth, beauty, and goodness awaiting you in the 
Catholic Church. Call the parish office for additional 
information. 

FESTIVAL 2014FESTIVAL 2014FESTIVAL 2014FESTIVAL 2014    
SEPTEMBER 27thSEPTEMBER 27thSEPTEMBER 27thSEPTEMBER 27th--------28th28th28th28th    

WILD WILD WESTWILD WILD WESTWILD WILD WESTWILD WILD WEST     

    

     Mark your calendars now and plan to enjoy 
another great OLG Festival.  This long standing 
tradition continues with the Grand Raffle, Pan-
cake Breakfast, great game and food booths, en-
joyable local entertainment as well as some new 
twists and surprised this year that you won’t 
want to miss!! 
     Watch this space for information on donations 
to Book Nook, Jewelry Booth, and Kidz Zone. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWSRELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWSRELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWSRELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS    

    

        Registration  continues  for the Religious 
Education program, grades K-8.  Classes begin 
October 5th.  Don’t delay!  Get your  forms  in to-
day to guarantee your place!  Forms are available  
online at www.olgcv.org  under  Faith  Forma-
tion, as well as the Faith Formation Center and 
Parish office.  Contact Robyn  or James for more 
information, 582-9266 or ffc@olgcv.org.  

YOUTH MINISTRY NEWSYOUTH MINISTRY NEWSYOUTH MINISTRY NEWSYOUTH MINISTRY NEWS    
REGISTRATIONREGISTRATIONREGISTRATIONREGISTRATION     

    

     All students in grades 9--12 are invited to be 
part of the Youth Ministry program at Our Lady 
of Grace.  The registration form is available in the 
Faith Formation Center, Parish office and online 
at www.olgcv.org. All students interested in be-
ing confirmed must be part of and participate in 
Youth Ministry.  Contact the Faith Formation 
Center for more information, 510-582-9266, 
ffc@olgcv.org 

YOUTH MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIESYOUTH MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIESYOUTH MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIESYOUTH MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES    

    

     Are you looking for a way to get involved?  In 
high school or college?  Look no further--
opportunities abound at Our Lady of Grace!  Call 
582-9266. 
⇒  Youth Group is looking for Peer Ministers. 

If you are interested in any or all of the follow-
ing, let us know! 

 Planning the gatherings and events 
 Leading large or small group process 
 Hospitality: set-up, clean-up, welcome 
⇒ If you have already received Confirmation  

and would like to be a Lector or Eucharistic 
Minister, let us know!  Training available. Put 
your gifts to use!   

⇒ VBS is coming!  High school student are 
needed as counselors for small groups of stu-
dents at VBS July 28th--August 1st.  Set-up 
volunteers are needed for July 21st--27th. 

 

     Please contact the Faith Formation Center 
(582-9266, ffc@olgcv.org) if you can help! 

YOUR HELP IS NEEDEDYOUR HELP IS NEEDEDYOUR HELP IS NEEDEDYOUR HELP IS NEEDED     

    

     Fr. Greg is still in need of 5-7 peo-
ple to help with the upcoming Dioce-
san Capital Campaign. You do not 
have to have any financial back-

ground, nor will you be expected to visit people 
and ask for money. Primarily you will be needed 
to help set-up and host events for potential con-
tributors to the  campaign. This ad hoc committee 
will complete its work by the start of Lent 2015. 
     Please contact Colleen Lindberg for more infor-
mation and to volunteer, 537-0806.  Thank you! 



 

As we pray for an end to war and violence in our 
world, let us remember in prayer  those   
family members of our parish community  

serving on active duty, including: 
 
 

DAVID SANCHEZ       MICHAEL SANCHEZ     

   Frances Arzino 
   Connie Deitrick 
   Kathleen Denning 
   Estela Enriquez 
   Mary Franks 
   Raymond Lowe 
   Guy Marchetti 
    

Vernon Rodrigues 
Joan Scarlett 
Florence Sharp 
Pat Silva 
Carolynne Steen 
Nancy Swinyer 
James Van Wert 
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Please  remember in your prayers the recently 

deceased in our parish families 

and all who mourn the loss of a loved one. 

 

 

HILDA ENGEL 

Your Prayers Are Requested 
Please lift up in your prayer those 
many among us who are ill and 
those who have asked for our 
prayerful remembrance: 
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SUNDAY COLLECTIONSUNDAY COLLECTIONSUNDAY COLLECTIONSUNDAY COLLECTION     

    

     Stewardship of treasure involves trust in God.  
You have to really believe in God’s Providence 
and trust that if you give ten percent  of  your 
income to the Church and charity for example, 
God will help you live on the rest. 
 

         
Offerings of  July 6th:  

 

     Sunday Plate:      $   8,173.00 
     Last Year this week     $   8,942.00  
     Weekly Budgeted Goal:    $   8,520.00 
     Year-to-date this year:         $210,118.00  
     Year-to-date last year:         $217,922.00 

 

     July Budgeted Expenses    $ 52,000.00 

 

May God bless  your continuing generosity.  

NEW PARISHIONER REGISTRATIONNEW PARISHIONER REGISTRATIONNEW PARISHIONER REGISTRATIONNEW PARISHIONER REGISTRATION     

    

     We extend a warm welcome to new parishion-
ers and guests.  If you would like to register or 
update information, please stop by Stack Center 
on either the 2nd or 4th Sunday of the month im-
mediately following the 9:00am Mass. There will 
be a hospitality volunteer there to greet you at the 
New Parishioner Registration Table.  We are 
grateful to our volunteers  for providing this min-
istry on our behalf.   
Next registration date:  July 27th. 

EVENING BIBLE STUDY FOR WOMENEVENING BIBLE STUDY FOR WOMENEVENING BIBLE STUDY FOR WOMENEVENING BIBLE STUDY FOR WOMEN    
 

     Patricia Hierro continues a Bible Study on the 1st 
Letter of Paul to the Corinthians meeting every other 
Monday, at 7:00pm in the Parish Office.  The next 
meeting date is Monday, July 14th. It is not too  late  
to join this group you can join at anytime. All  women 
of  the Parish are invited to attend. 

SUMMER VBS FUN !!SUMMER VBS FUN !!SUMMER VBS FUN !!SUMMER VBS FUN !!    
    

DATE:  July 28th to August 1, 2014  
TIME: 9:00 am to Noon OR Family VBS -  6:30 to 
8:30 pm 
LOCATION: Our Lady of Grace- Stack Center and 
classrooms 
AGES: entering Kindergarten thru entering 5th grade; 
6th grade and up- consider becoming a volunteer coun-
selor or CIT "counselor in training"  
COST: $40/per student; (Scholarships available). 
Family VBS 5 and under FREE.  Children participate 
with their parents/guardian. Kids Kindergarten to 5th 
$40/student.  $100.00 maximum per family. Teen Vol-
unteers- no cost. 

     The incredibly popular Hero Head Quarters 

VBS is BACK AGAIN with dynamic Bible lessons, 
characters, games, crafts and more! At Hero Head 
Quarters, kids will meet Bible heroes and ordinary eve-
ryday heroes who are often overlooked. They will dis-
cover that if they’re willing to be used by God in any 
situation, no matter how big or small, they can be he-
roes’ right where they are! With God’s power at work, 
we can be the best we can be in any situation. 
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IMMACULATE HEART RADIOIMMACULATE HEART RADIOIMMACULATE HEART RADIOIMMACULATE HEART RADIO    
    

     Dedicated to sharing the heart of the Catholic 
Faith and changing lives, Immaculate  Heart     
Radio brings you the best in Catholic Radio 24/7! 
Now playing 1260AM. 

                                

    
        

   Sunday, July 13th: 

 

 Coffee and Donuts 

 After all Masses 

 

 Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
 9:00am Mass 

 

   Monday, July 14th: 

 

 Women’s Bible Study 
 7:00pm--Parish Office 

 

   Wednesday, July 16th: 

 

 Nursing Home Mass 
 10:30am--Life House 

 

 St. Vincent de Paul Meeting 
 7:00pm--Parish Office 

 

   Thursday, July 17th: 

 

     Serenity Group 
 8:15pm— Stack Center 

 

   Saturday, July 19th: 

 

 Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
 Following 8:30am Mass 
  

    Sunday, July 20th: 

  

 Coffee and Donuts 

 After all Masses 

 

 Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
 9:00am Mass   
   

ADORATION OF THE ADORATION OF THE ADORATION OF THE ADORATION OF THE     
BLESSED SACRAMENTBLESSED SACRAMENTBLESSED SACRAMENTBLESSED SACRAMENT    
SATURDAY,  JULY 19thSATURDAY,  JULY 19thSATURDAY,  JULY 19thSATURDAY,  JULY 19th    

    

      Our  next  Holy  Hour  with  the    
Blessed  Sacrament:  
Saturday, July 19th 

Following the 8:30am Mass 
Private Devotions 

In the Chapel 
All are welcome. 

FESCOFESCOFESCOFESCO    
BECAUSE WE CARE MINISTRYBECAUSE WE CARE MINISTRYBECAUSE WE CARE MINISTRYBECAUSE WE CARE MINISTRY    

A NEW OPPORTUNITYA NEW OPPORTUNITYA NEW OPPORTUNITYA NEW OPPORTUNITY     

    

     FESCO — the Family Emergency Shelter Coalition 
— is a nonprofit organization comprised of over 30 
churches and community members in the Hayward, 
Castro Valley, San Lorenzo and San Leandro, and Un-
ion City area. FESCO serves homeless families with 
food, shelter, counseling and links to community re-
sources. 
As Coalition members there are many ways to further 
assist FESCO as a volunteer.  Currently Banyan House 
is looking for help with Meal Service. Do you have a 
group of friends, family members, co-workers, service 
club or a group from church that would be interested 
in  preparing  and serving a meal once a month at Ban-
yan House (their transitional housing site)? This is a 
great opportunity to get together with some friends and 
make a difference in the lives of homeless fami-

lies.  Feel free to come up with a group name to 
make it even more fun. : “Monday’s Meatloaf-
ers”  “ Team Taco Tuesday” are a just a few ideas. 
Please contact Colleen Lindberg at the Parish Of-
fice, 537-0806 to become involved in this new out-
reach to those in need in our local community. 

Gospel for The 16th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

July  20th                              Matthew 13:24--30 

 

     Jesus proposed another parable to the crowds, 
saying: “The kingdom of heaven may be likened 
to a man who sowed good seed in his field.  
While everyone was asleep his enemy came and 
sowed weeds all through the wheat, and then 
went off. When the crop grew and bore fruit, the 
weeds appeared as well. The slaves of the house-
holder came to him and said, ‘Master, did you 
not sow good seed in your field? Where have the 
weeds come from?’ He answered, ‘An enemy has 
done this.’ His slaves said to him, ‘Do you want 
us to go and pull them up?’ He replied, ‘No, if 
you pull up the weeds you might uproot the 
wheat along with them.  Let them grow together 
until harvest; then at harvest time I will say to the 
harvesters, “First collect the weeds and tie them 
in bundles for burning; but gather the wheat into 
my barn.”’” 
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EXECUTION  ALERTSEXECUTION  ALERTSEXECUTION  ALERTSEXECUTION  ALERTS 

 

THANK THEM WITH YOUR SUPPORT 
 

Please support our advertisers who make our weekly 
bulletin possible and  so generously support our 
parish.  We are grateful to them ! 

This week we extend our gratitude to: 
    

GROWING YEARS PREGROWING YEARS PREGROWING YEARS PREGROWING YEARS PRE----SCHOOLSCHOOLSCHOOLSCHOOL    

     The following executions are scheduled to take 
place in  July: 
 

          July 6th  Manuel Vasquez  TX 
                                

     We ask your prayers for these persons, for the 
victims  of  their  crimes,  and for  their  families. 

Please note:  During the summer, our 8:30am 
Monday Mass will be celebrated with the other 
weekday masses in the Chapel. 
 

 MONDAY, JULY 14th (CHAPEL) 
   St. Kateri Tekakwitha, virgin 
    8:30am Nicanor Castellanos (D)  
                             
 TUESDAY, JULY 15th 
   St. Bonaventure, bishop, doctor of the Church 
    7:00am Helen Maes  (D) 
            

   WEDNESDAY, JULY 16th 
   Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
    7:00am Tom Hayes  (D) 
                             
 THURSDAY, JULY 17th 
    7:00am Deceased Members & Benefactors 
  Of the Augustinian Order 
                       
 FRIDAY, JULY 18th  
   St. Camiluss de Lellis, priest 
    7:00am Helen Maes  (D)  
                         

 SATURDAY, JULY 19th 
    8:30am Antonio Marquez (D)     

READINGS FOR THE WEEK: 
 

July 14th through July 20th 
 

Monday:  Isaiah 1:10-17; Matthew 10:34—11:1 

Tuesday:  Isaiah 7:1-9; Matthew 11:20-24 

Wednesday: Isaiah 10:5-7,13-16; Matthew 11:25-27 

Thursday:  Isaiah 26:7-9,12,16-19;  

  Matthew 11:28-30 

Friday:  Isaiah 38:1-6,21-22; Matthew 12:1-8 

Saturday:  Micha 2:1-5; Matthew 12:14-21 

Sunday:  Wisdom 12:13,16-19; Romans 8:26-27;

   Matthew 13:24-43 

ROSARY FOR WORLD PEACEROSARY FOR WORLD PEACEROSARY FOR WORLD PEACEROSARY FOR WORLD PEACE    
 

      The  rosary will be recited for World 
Peace  after the 8:30 am Mass each Monday in the 
Church. Please join us. 

“LETS DO LUNCH”“LETS DO LUNCH”“LETS DO LUNCH”“LETS DO LUNCH”    
CASTRO VALLEY SCHOOLS CASTRO VALLEY SCHOOLS CASTRO VALLEY SCHOOLS CASTRO VALLEY SCHOOLS     

FREE SUMMER MEALSFREE SUMMER MEALSFREE SUMMER MEALSFREE SUMMER MEALS     

    

     Free breakfasts and lunches will be made avail-
able at no charge to all children in the community 
who are 18 years of age and under.  There are no 
eligibility requirements to meet or forms to fill 
out, and no fees to pay. 
     Free meals will be available at the following 
locations thru August 1st. 
     Strobridge Elementary:  Breakfast from 8:00 to 
8:30am and lunch from 12:30pm—1:00pm, Mon-
day through Friday, until August 1st. 
          This program is sponsored by the USDA 
and the California Department of Education, the 
program provides nutritious meals to children 
who do not have access to USDA National School 
Lunch program during the summer recess. 


