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Preparing For Christmas  
During these darkest days of the year, we celebrate the light dawning in  the birth of the Christ.  This year has been dark 
and difficult with illness, isolation, and restrictions brought by the pandemic.  Yet the light of Christ could not be 
dimmed.  The Word of God has been proclaimed even if it was on Facebook Livestream. We are praying at home, quietly 
in Church, and in our cars, and on the lawn.  We have received Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament in the Church, at the door 

of the Church,  in our parking lot, in the courtyard, on the lawn and some with spiritual communion at home.  Mary is touched by all who 
have come to see and receive her Son during this difficult year.   St. Joseph is there to intercede for our families as we live through the 
difficulties of life. The Holy Family are here to help us and love us.  

 

Come to Bethlehem this Christmas to meet the newborn King. Join us as we remember the first coming of Christ 2020 years ago.  Come 
to the stable with the Holy Family, Shepherds and Angels. Let your heart be touched by the humility of God who comes for us to love us 
and show us the way of light that leads us to salvation. Our children will enact this holy night at our Christmas Eve Masses at 2PM and 
4PM. 

 

May we embrace those human relationships of love that unites us as children of God and nurtures the dignity of each of us.  Thank you 
for your faith and prayers which have touched me as I faced the darkness of my illness over the summer.  Your faith and prayers gave me 
strength, peace, and hope, drawing me closer to Jesus and Mary.  We are Blessed, come let us Adore Him!   
 

Christmas Blessing  

ð Pope John XXIII  
 
Christmas Posada Novena December 16th-24th  
Join the Carmelite Sisters of Alhambra as they make a Posada of prayer in a Christmas Novena.  Pray each night in front of the Manger 
scene. Visit their website: https://carmelitesistersocd.com/2015/christmas-novena-cd/ and listen to the daily scripture and prayer.  

 
 

Scripture Readings To Prepare For Christmas  

All: Thanks be to God.  
Leader: Drop down dew from above, O you heavens, and let the clouds rain the Just One.  

 
 
 
 

Daily Antiphons For The Magnificat To Help Us Understand The Identity Of Jesus  
12/16 - Behold, the King will come, the Lord of the earth, and He will remove from us the yoke of our captivity.  

 

12/17 - O Wisdom, who came from the mouth of the Most High, reaching from end to end and ordering all things mightily and 
             sweetly, Come, and teach us the way of prudence.  

 

12/18 - O Lord and Ruler of the House of Israel, who appeared to Moses in the flame of the burning bush and gave him the law on 
             Sinai: Come and redeem us with outstretched arm.  

 

12/19 - O Root of Jesse, who stands for an ensign of the people, before whom kinds shall keep silence and unto whom the Gentiles shall 
            make supplication: Come to deliver us, and tarry not.  

 

12/20 - O Key of David, and Scepter of the House of Israel, who opens and no man shuts, who shuts and no man opens: Come and bring 
            forth the captive from his prison, he who sits in darkness and in the shadow of death.  

 

12/21- O King of the Gentiles and their desired One, the Cornerstone that makes both one: Come, and deliver man, whom You formed  
            out the dust of the earth.  

 

12/22 - O Emmanuel, God with us, our King and Lawgiver, the expected of the nations and their Savior: Come to save us, O Lord our  
            God.  

 

12/23 - With the rising of the sun, you will soon see the King of kings and Lord of lords, coming forth from His Father, as the 
             bridegroom, from His bridal chamber.  
 
 
 

Blessings To All Families From The Friars and Staff at Our Lady of Grace Church! Merry Christmas! 

ñO sweet Child of Bethlehem,  
grant that we may share with all our hearts  
in this profound mystery of Christmas.  
Put into the hearts of men and women this peace  
for which they sometimes seek so desperately  
and which you alone can give to them.  
Help them to know one another better,  

and to live as brothers and sisters,  
children of the same Father.  
Reveal to them also your beauty, holiness and purity.  
Awaken in their hearts  
love and gratitude for your infinite goodness.  
Join them all together in your love.  
And give us your heavenly peace. Amen.ò  

December 16: Genesis 3:1-15; Romans 1:18-26  
December 17: Genesis 3:14-20; Romans 5:12-21  
December 18: Genesis 17:15-23; Romans 4:13-23  
December 19: Deuteronomy 15:13-20; Acts 3:18-26  
December 20: Isaiah 28:14-20; Romans 10:5-11  

December 21: 1 Samuel 2:1-10; Luke 1:26-39  
December 22: Deuteronomy 7:6-21; Ephesians 2:12-22  
December 23: Isaiah 7:10-16; Matthew 1:18-25  
December 24: Micah 5:1-5; Luke 2:1-8  
 

https://carmelitesistersocd.com/2015/christmas-novena-cd/
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THIS WEEKENDõS MASS SCHEDULE 

 

    Reservations are not required 

 

Saturday 11:00AM: 1st Communion Mass & Mini 
Session at the St. Francis Garden Chapel (bring your 
own chairs) 
 
 

Saturday 4:00PM: Vigil Mass at the St. Francis 
Garden Chapel (bring your own chairs) 
 
 
 

Sunday 9:00AM: Drive-In Mass with Livestream. 
(Rear Parking Lot) 
 
 
 

Sunday 11:00AM: Mass at the St. Francis Garden 
Chapel (bring your own chairs) 

 
 
 

Sunday 1:00PM: Spanish Mass at the St. Francis 
Garden Chapel (bring your own chairs) 

 

We will continue to livestream daily and weekend 
Masses. 

 

OUTDOOR IN -PERSON MASS PROTOCOLS  

 

           For everyoneôs safety, we ask that parishioners bring 
their own lawn/camping chairs, have masks in place 
and worn throughout the duration of Mass, and sit 6 
feet from other households. If you are not feeling well, 
we invite you to celebrate Mass via Livestream. We 
thank you for your understanding! 

CHRISTMAS FLOWER OFFERING  

 

          We invite you to remember family 
members and friends through a Flower 
Offering which will help us to purchase 
plants and other decorations we need to 
beautify our sanctuary.  You may list 
names of loved ones you wish to remember or memori-
alize and include it with your offering. Please make 
your check out to ñOur Lady of Graceò and write 
ñChristmas Flowersò on the memo line and on the en-
velope and place it in the regular offering at Mass. We 
thank you for considering this thoughtful and helpful 
way to remember those you love. 

CONFESSION & ADORATION SCHEDULE  

 

Thursdays 3:00-4:30PM (Except on 12/24): 
Confession in the Prayer Garden, next to the Church. 
Please enter from Somerset Avenue. 

 
 

Fridays 9:00-10:00AM (Except on 12/25): 
Confession at the Front Doors of the Church 

 
 

Saturdays 9:00-10:00AM: Confession and 
Adoration at the Front Doors of the Church 
 

Sundays Noon-12:45PM: Confession in the tent by 
the St. Francis Garden Chapel.  

CHRISTMAS WEEK SCHEDULE  

 

Private Prayer In The Church 
December 21st-23rd 

Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday: 9:00AM-Noon 

 
 

Confession Held In The Church Confessional 
December 22nd-24th 

Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday: 9:00-10:00AM 
 
 

Christmas Eve Vigil Masses With Live Nativity 
Thursday December 24th 
Drive-In Mass: 2:00PM 

St. Francis Garden Chapel: 4:00PM 
 

Christmas Day Masses  

Friday, December 25th 
Drive-In Mass: 9:00AM 

St. Francis Garden Chapel: 11:00AM 
St. Francis Garden Chapel (Spanish): 1:00PM 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
NEW YEARõS MASS SCHEDULE 

 

New Yearôs DayðMary, the Mother of God 
Friday, January 1st 

 

St. Francis Garden Chapel 
Masses at 9:00am, 11:00am & 1:00pm (Spanish) 

 
**For Masses held at the St. Francis Garden Chapel, 
we ask that you please bring your own lawn chairs** 



   Pam Ahland   
   Glen Alcorn 
   Elvira Arechiga 
   Peggy Burton 
   Virginia Cabardo 
   Nancy French 
   Sheila McAlinden 
   Arcadio Morfin 

Diana Riley 
Beth Snow 
Howard Songey 
James Van Wert 
Concepcion Velasco 
Mary Lou Vincent 
Arthur Williams 
Peggy Winkenbach 
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ALTAR CANDLE MEMORIALS  

 

      We are looking to have 6 monthly 
sponsors for our Altar Candles and ask 
for a donation of $20 to cover the cost 
of the candles for the month.  Our do-

nors will be recognized in the 1st bulletin of the month 
and there will be a monthly Mass offered for the inten-
tion of our Candle Memorial. Many blessed thanks for 
those who have donated. For more information, please 
call the Parish Office. 

Gospel for The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & 

Joseph (December 27th)                   Luke 2:22-40    

Please  remember in your prayers the recently 
deceased in our parish families and all who mourn 

the loss of a loved one. 
 

In Memoriam 

 
 
 

ROBERT HESS 
 
 

PRISCILLA COSTA 

 
 

VICTIMS OF COVID-19 

SUNDAY COLLECTION  

     Stewardship of treasure involves trust in God.  You 
have to really believe in Godôs Providence and trust 
that if you give 10% of your income to the Church and 
charity, for example, God will help you live on the 
rest. 
Offerings for the Month of NOVEMBER: 

 

     Sunday Plate for the month:  $   41,194.00 
     Month Budgeted Goal:         $   45,705.00 
     Over/[Shortfall]                $    [4,511.00] 
     Year-To-Date Over/[Shortfall]  $  [25,472.00]  

May God bless  your continuing generosity.  
END OF YEAR GIVING  

Consider An IRA Charitable Distribution  

 

     For individuals 70 İ years old, did you know you 
can donate up to $100,000 in IRA assets directly to 
Our Lady of Grace annually, without taking the distri-
bution into taxable income? You need only contact 
your financial advisor or administrator of your IRA for 
details on this tax benefit to you and how to make this 
donation.  We have several parishioners who have 
made this win-win  decision. 

 

     As always we are most grateful for all our joyful 
givers particularly in this troubling year of financial 

uncertainty. Because of your giving we have been able 
to build an outdoor worship space with our St. Francis 
Garden Chapel, as well as maintain staff to facilitate 

programs for our youth with Whole Family Catechesis, 
First Communion Preparation, and Confirmation Prep-
aration for our High School students. Because of your 

giving we have met all of our financial obligations. 
Using savings, we completed solar panel installation to 
reduce out electrical bills, and maintained at a mini-

mum the parish property.  

2021 CALENDARS AVAILABLE  
 

        Catholic Extension 2021 Family Appointment Calen-
dars are available. We are grateful and we extend our 
sincere appreciation to the Catholic Funeral Cremation 
& Cemetery Services of the Diocese of Oakland for 
again sponsoring the 2021 calendars. Calendars will 
be available at the end of the December 20th 9:00am 
Drive-In Mass. There will be Knights distributing 
them at the Casa, San Miguel and Somerset gates as 
you exit. One per household please. 
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 Sunday, December 20th: 

 

 Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

 Drive-In Mass With Livestream on Facebook 
 9:00am--Rear Parking Lot 
 
 

 MassðReservations are not required 
 11:00am--St. Francis Garden Chapel 
 
 

 Confession 
 Noon-12:45pmðTent next to 
 St. Francis Garden Chapel 
 
 
  

 Spanish Mass - Reservations are not required 
 1:00pm--St. Francis Garden Chapel 
 
 
 

 Youth Ministry Mass & Mini Session 
 3:30pmðSt. Francis Garden Chapel 

 
 

  Monday, December 21st: 

 

 Livestream Mass on Facebook 
 8:15am 
 
 

 Private Prayer 
 9:00am-NoonðChurch 
 
 

 Pax ChristiðFratelli Tutti 
 7:00pmðZoom 
 
 

 Bible StudyðEnglish 
 7:00pmðZoom 
 
 

 Tuesday, December 22nd: 
 

 Livestream Mass on Facebook 
 8:15am 
 
 

 Private Prayer & Confession 
 9:00am-NoonðChurch & Confessional 

 
 

 ñThe Searchò with Fr. Tom 
 7:00pmðZoom 

 
 

 Wednesday, December 23rd: 

 

 Livestream Mass on Facebook 
 8:15am 
 
 

 Private Prayer & Confession 
 9:00am-NoonðChurch & Confessional 

 
 

Thursday, December 24th: 

 

 Livestream Mass on Facebook 
 8:15am 
 
 

 Confession 
 9:00am-NoonðChurch Confessional 

 
 
 

 Christmas Eve Vigil Masses With Live Nativity 
 2:00pmðDrive-In With Livestream 
 4:00pmðSt. Francis Garden Chapel 
 
 
      
     
   

  

PRE-BAPTISM CLASS  
FOR PARENTS & GODPARENTS  

          If you are wishing to have your child, 
ages infant to six years baptized, parents 
and Godparents need to attend a Pre-

Baptism Class. You also need to be registered mem-
bers of the parish for at least three  months.  Pre-
Baptism classes are held the first Wednesday of the 
month at 7:00pm via Zoom.  Our next class will be 
on January 6th. Call Jay at 510-537-0806 for more 
information.  

FAITH FORMATION 2020 -2021  
     Please pray for the young members of our Church. 

 

First Communion 
Next class: December 19th 

11:00amðSt. Francis Garden Chapel 
Weather Permitting 

 
 

Whole Family 
Next class: January 9th 

11:00amðSt. Francis Garden Chapel, 
Weather Permitting 

 
 

Youth Ministry 
Next class: December 20th 

3:30pmðSt. Francis Garden Chapel, 
Weather Permitting 

THE CATHOLIC VOICE 
ONLINE  

 

           The December 14th, 2020 issue 
of The Catholic Voice is available online at 
www.catholicvoiceoakland.org. 

 

      
 
 
 
 
 
      
     If you shop at Amazon.com, please consider going 
to smile.amazon.com and choosing Our Lady of 
Grace to receive 0.5% of all qualifying purchases you 
make when shopping through smile.amazon.com. 
Products and prices are the same, and Our Lady of 
Grace will receive a donation each time you make a 
purchase. 

http://www.catholicvoiceoakland.org
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/homepage?orig=%2F
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THANK THEM WITH YOUR SUPPORT 

Please support our advertisers who make our weekly 
bulletin possible and  so generously support our Par-
ish.  We are grateful to them!  

 

This week we extend our gratitude to: 

 

EDWARD JONES 

 

SUNDAY , December 20th 
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT  

9:00am Elena SalazarñD 
  Louis RodriguesñD 
11:00am OLG Community  
1:00pm Franciscan Friarsõ Intentions 
 

MONDAY, December 21st  
St. Peter Canisius, Priest & Doctor of the Church 

8:15am Fred DoradoñD  

 

TUESDAY, December 22nd  
8:15am Manuel ReyesñD  

 

WEDNESDAY, December 23rd  
St. John of Kanty, Priest 
8:15am Sean HinksonñL 
 

THURSDAY, December 24th  
8:15am Marvin PichañD 
2:00pm Christmas Eve Mass 
4:00pm Christmas Eve Mass 
  

FRIDAY, December 25th  
9:00am The Solemnity of Christmas  
11:00am The Solemnity of Christmas  
1:00pm The Solemnity of Christmas (Spanish)  

 

SATURDAY , December 26th 
St. Stephen, The First Martyr  
8:15am Antonio S. Barroso, Sr.ñD 
4:00pm Evan HinksonñL  
 

SUNDAY , December 27th 
THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY & JOSEPH  

9:00am Franciscan Friarsõ Intentions 
11:00am OLG Community  
1:00pm Rosa Martinez ReyesñD 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK: 

 

December 21st through December 27th 
 
 

Monday:  Song of Songs 2:8-14; Luke 1:39-45  
Tuesday:  1 Samuel 1:24-28; Luke 1:46-56  
Wednesday:  Malachi 3:1-4, 23-24; Luke 1:57-66  
Thursday:  2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16;  
  Luke 1:67-79   
Friday:   
  Vigil:  Isaiah 62:1-5; Acts 13:16-17, 22-25; 
  Matthew 1:1-25  
 Night:   Isaiah 9:1-6; Titus 2:11-14; 
  Luke 2:1-14 
 Dawn: Isaiah 62:11-12; Titus 3:4-7; 
  Luke 2:15-20    
     Day:   Isaiah 52:7-10; Hebrews 1:1-6; 
  John 1:1-18    
Saturday:  Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59; 
  Matthew 10:17-22   
Sunday:  Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14; 
  Colossians 3:12-21; Luke 2:22-40    

THIS WEEK--Continued 
 

 Friday, December 25th: 

 

 MERRY CHRISTMAS! 
 

 Christmas Day Masses  
 9:00amðDrive-In With Livestream 
 11:00amðSt. Francis Garden Chapel 

 1:00pmðSt. Francis Garden Chapel (Spanish) 
 
 

 Saturday, December 26th: 

 

 Confession & Adoration 
 9:00-10:00amðFront Doors of Church 
 
 

  Vigil MassðReservations are not required 
 4:00pm--St. Francis Garden Chapel 

 
   

 Sunday, December 27th: 

 

 The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph 
 

 Drive-In Mass With Livestream on Facebook 
 9:00am--Rear Parking Lot 
 
 

 MassðReservations are not required 
 11:00am--St. Francis Garden Chapel 
 
 

 Confession 
 Noon-12:45pmðTent next to 
 St. Francis Garden Chapel 
 
 
  

 Spanish Mass - Reservations are not required 
 1:00pm--St. Francis Garden Chapel 

 
   
 
 






