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THE FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT

FEBRUARY 21, 2021

The Largest Lenten 40 Days For Life Campaign In History Begins Ash Wednesday In 567 Cities Around The
World
It's not just the number of cities that's growing. More peaceful vigil participants than ever are taking to the streets to pray
for an end to abortion. Join them by visiting 40daysforlife.com/location to find your closest vigil and sign up for prayer
shifts on the sidewalk. You just might be the next vigil participant to report a baby saved from abortion at the last
desperate moment!
"
America, you are beautiful… and blessed..
The ultimate test of your greatness is the way you treat every human being,
but especially the weakest and most defenseless.
If you want equal justice for all and true freedom and lasting peace, then America, defend life."
Saint Pope John Paul II- Address to the people of America - September 1987
Bishop Barber once again invites you to join in a “Great Prayer for Life,” as Pope John Paul II once called it. As we plea to God for the
end of this pandemic and a return to indoor Mass in our churches, we remember the most vulnerable, our defenseless unborn brothers
and sisters. You are invited to get involved in the efforts to help defend their fundamental right to life. We are called to be a voice that
calls out to mothers and fathers struggling with a difficult pregnancy to know they have support and an alternative to abortion.
Please help us spread the word and encourage those in your parish community to join.
A peaceful, prayerful 40 Days for Life Vigil from February 17th– March 28th in these locations around the Diocese:
Concord Planned Parenthood
2185 Pacheco Street, Concord
7am-7pm Monday-Saturday
40daysforlife.com/concordca

El Cerrito Planned Parenthood
320 El Cerrito Plaza, El Cerrito
7am-7pm Monday-Saturday
40daysforlife.com/elcerrito

Hayward Planned Parenthood
1032 A Street, Hayward
8am-8pm Daily
40daysforlife.com/hayward

Walnut Creek Planned Parenthood
1357 Oakland Blvd, Walnut Creek
7am-12pm Monday-Saturday
40daysforlife.com/walnutcreek

Seven Sorrows of Mary
Promise to St. Bridget of Sweden (1303-1373) for those who pray the devotion of the Seven Sorrows of Mary
”I will grant peace to their families."
”They will be enlightened about the divine Mysteries."
”I will console them in their pains and will accompany them in their work."
”I will give them as much as they ask for as long as it does not oppose the adorable will of my divine Son or the sanctification of their
souls."
”I will defend them in their spiritual battles with the infernal enemy and I will protect them at every instant of their lives."
”I will visibly help them at the moment of their death-- they will see the face of their mother."
”I have obtained this grace from my divine Son, that those who propagate this devotion to my tears and dolors will be taken directly from
this earthly life to eternal happiness, since all their sins will be forgiven and my Son will be their eternal consolation and joy.
To Marie Claire Of Kibeho, Rwanda (1961-1994)
With the recitation of the Seven Sorrows Rosary, the hardest hearts shall change, if you pray it for yourself or for others. By the recitation of the Seven Sorrows Rosary, you shall be freed from obsessions and addictions. This rosary when said from the heart, it will win us
true repentance of our sins and free our souls from guilt and remorse. Those who say it often, especially as recommended by Our Lady to
Marie Claire, on Tuesdays and Fridays, shall obtain clear understanding of their weaknesses and flaws causing them to sin and those
things we don’t like about ourselves and thought were a part of our character, shall change. You shall obtain whatever you ask for
through this rosary, praying this rosary from the heart. More than ever, the world needs the Seven Sorrows Rosary. The Rosary of the
Seven Sorrows dates back to the Middle Ages, but it gained new popularity following the Marian apparitions in Kibeho, which have
been approved by the Catholic Church. During Mary's apparitions to Marie-Claire Mukangango, she assigned the young visionary a mission to reintroduce this special rosary to the world. Before her untimely death, Marie Claire did just that, traveling widely to teach it to
thousands of people, who then taught it to thousands of others. (Marie-Claire was killed in the genocide of over a million people in
Rwanda, a tragedy that was foretold through visions of rivers of blood that the young people in Kibeho received several years before the
killings.) She (the Holy Virgin) promised that when prayed with an open and repentant heart, would free our souls from guilt and remorse. She also promised that over time, the rosary would develop within us a deep understanding of why we sin, and that knowledge
would give us the wisdom and strength to change or remove any internal flaws, weaknesses of character, or personality faults causing
unhappiness and keeping us from enjoying the joyous life God intended for us...
For the 7 Sorrows Prayers & Instructions, please visit our website: http://olgcv.org/response-to-covid-19-outbreak/
Peace,
Fr. Tom

Gospel for The Second Sunday of Lent (February 28th)
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Mark 9:2-10
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REGULATIONS FOR LENT
Abstinence and Fasting:
Abstinence from eating meat is to be observed on Ash
Wednesday, Good Friday, and all Fridays during Lent.
This applies to all persons 14 and older. The law of fasting on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday applies to all
persons 18 or older and younger than 59.
Fasting means that one full meatless meal per day
may be eaten. Two other meatless meals may be taken
sufficient to maintain strength, but together they should
not equal a full meal. Liquids, including milk and fruit
juice, may be taken between meals. If health or ability to
work is affected, fasting does not oblige. Private, selfimposed observance of fasting on Lenten weekdays is
strongly recommended. Parents should ensure that children who are not bound by the laws of fast and abstinence are taught an authentic sense of penance, conversion and reconciliation.

THIS WEEKEND’S MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday 4:00PM: Vigil Mass at the St. Francis
Garden Chapel
Sunday 9:00AM: Drive-In Mass with Livestream
(Rear Parking Lot)
Sunday 11:00AM: Mass in Stack Center. Reservations are required. Please call the Parish Office at
510-537-0806 to reserve your seat(s).
Sunday 1:00PM: Spanish Mass at the St. Francis
Garden Chapel
We will continue to livestream daily and weekend
Masses.

Lenten Observance:
Catholics are encouraged to participate in Holy Mass
and in the Sacrament of Penance during Lent, and parishes are encouraged to provide regular and frequent opportunities for such participation. Likewise encouraged are
devotions such as Stations of the Cross, vigils and prayer
services (with Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament, if
opportune). Traditional practices - including increased
prayer, Scripture and spiritual reading, alms, personal
self-denial in food and drink, increased care and service
to the sick and needy - are also suggested.

THE 2021 BISHOP’S APPEAL
The 2021 Bishop’s Appeal begins this weekend and
continues throughout March and April. In the coming
weeks, you will hear more of the Appeal at Mass and
through materials sent to you in the mail. Bishop Barber decided to continue with the theme, Rebuild My
Church, a phrase inspired by St. Francis of Assisi. By
sharing our talent and treasure with our sisters and
brothers, we are making a sacrifice and returning to
God a small portion of the many gifts he has given to
us. You can find more information on the Appeal by
visiting www.oakdiocese.org/giving. You can also call
the Office of Mission Advancement at 510-267-8358.
Our goal this year is to gain 100% participation
from all members in Our Lady of Grace’s Parish!
We are grateful to all those last year who participated generously. This not only allowed our Parish to
meet our goal but to exceed it as well!
A pledge to Appeal will help us reach out to thousands in the East Bay through diocesan ministries,
programs & services.
What is the Bishop’s Appeal?
The Bishop’s Appeal is an organized effort to give
every Catholic family in the Diocese of Oakland the
opportunity to make a gift to the best of their financial
ability to support the ministries and services provided
by the Diocese. It gives each household a chance to
help further the mission of the Diocesan Church.

Easter Duty:
All initiated Catholics are bound by the obligations of
receiving Communion at least once a year and to confess
sacramentally all serious sins not previously acknowledged in individual Confession. This precept must be
fulfilled during the Easter duty season, which is from the
first Sunday of Lent until Trinity Sunday.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Join us for Stations of the Cross during Lent. We meet on Fridays at 3:30pm
by the St. Francis Garden Chapel.

ADORATION & CONFESSION
Thursdays at 3:30pm by the Tent,
Saturdays at 9:00am in Stack Center and
Sundays (Confession only) at 12:30pm by
the Tent.
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SUNDAY COLLECTION
Stewardship of treasure involves trust in God. You
have to really believe in God’s Providence and trust
that if you give 10% of your income to the Church and
charity, for example, God will help you live on the
rest.
Offerings for the Month of JANUARY:

February 17th to March 28th
You’re invited to join other Catholics and Christians for 40 Days for Life – 40 days of prayer and fasting for an end to abortion. You’re also invited to stand
and peacefully pray during a 40-day vigil in the public
right-of-way outside Planned Parenthood at 1032 A
Street in Hayward. Help spread the word about this
important community outreach. If you’d like more information – and especially if you’d like to volunteer to
help, please contact: Dwight Speir at dwightmv700@aol.com or go to www.40daysforlife.com/
hayward to sign up for the vigil prayer campaign.

Sunday Plate for the month:
$ 46,567.00
Month Budgeted Goal:
$ 43,947.00
Over/[Shortfall]
$ 2,620.00
Year-To-Date Over/[Shortfall]
$ 2,620.00
May God bless your continuing generosity.

Your Prayers Are Requested
Please lift up in your prayer those many
among us who are ill and those who have
asked for our prayerful remembrance:

LENTEN SPIRITUAL JOURNEY FOR THE
YEAR OF ST. JOSEPH
Introduction to The School of Nazareth
The men of Our Lady of Grace are invited to take
part in this 30 Day Devotional on FORMED.org. We
begin on February 16th and finish with the Entrustment to St. Joseph on March 19th. There is a beautiful
tradition in the Church that St. Joseph lived on the
Earth with Jesus and Mary for thirty years. Thirty
years to adore the face of Our Lord and Savior, thirty
years to contemplate the mystery of the Incarnation,
and thirty years to be a true father. Joseph experienced
a life that no man in history can parallel. Joseph knew
Jesus and Mary intimately. Not only that, in many
mysterious ways, he led them.
Over the next thirty days we will set out upon a
journey with St. Joseph in honor of the thirty years he
spent with Jesus and Mary. We will seek to know him
more deeply so that he may teach us to listen to the
"still, small voice" of God and how to respond to it. He
will teach us to be men after God's own heart! To access the online book, click here: https://
watch.formed.org/the-school-of-nazareth-a-spiritualjourney-with-st-joseph-by-mark-hartfiel
If you are not yet a member, register for free by
visiting: www.formed.org. Click on “Sign Up” then
“Sign up as a Parishioner. Select “Our Lady of Grace
Church Castro Valley” from the pull-down.

Pam Ahland
Glen Alcorn
Elvira Arechiga
Peggy Burton
Virginia Cabardo
Romana Cristobal
Nancy French
Grace Letteer
Peter Lindberg

Arcadio Morfin
Diana Riley
Beth Snow
Howard Songey
James Van Wert
Concepcion Velasco
Mary Lou Vincent
Arthur Williams
Peggy Winkenbach

Please remember in your prayers the recently
deceased in our parish families and all who mourn
the loss of a loved one.
In Memoriam

THE CATHOLIC VOICE
ONLINE
The February 15th, 2021 issue
of The Catholic Voice is available online at
www.catholicvoiceoakland.org.

ETHEL LUTSCHAN
VICTIMS OF COVID-19

3

OUR LADY OF GRACE PARISH

FEBRUARY 21, 2021

Sunday, February 21st:
The First Sunday of Lent
Drive-In Mass With Livestream on Facebook
9:00am--Rear Parking Lot
Mass—Reservations are required
11:00am--Stack Center

FAITH FORMATION
First Communion
Next class: February 20th
11:00am—St. Francis Garden Chapel
Weather Permitting

Spanish Mass - Reservations are not required
1:00pm--St. Francis Garden Chapel
Youth Ministry Mass & Mini-Session
3:30pm—St. Francis Garden Chapel
Monday, February 22nd:

Whole Family
Next class: March 13th
11:00am—St. Francis Garden Chapel
Weather Permitting

Mass With Livestream
8:15am—Stack Center
Bible Study with Fr. Francisco—Spanish
7:00pm—Zoom

Youth Ministry
Next class: February 21st
3:30pm—St. Francis Garden Chapel
Weather Permitting

Tuesday, February 23rd:
Mass With Livestream
8:15am—Stack Center
Wednesday, February 24th:
Mass With Livestream
8:15am—Stack Center

For our families whose businesses have
been affected by the pandemic, please call
the Parish Office at 510-537-0806 with the name
of your business so we can support you with our
prayers. And to list you on our Parish website in our
Business Directory.
For those who have lost their jobs, please contact
us and we will see if we can connect you with our
families who own businesses as to when they will be
able to hire again.

Thursday, February 25th:
Mass With Livestream
8:15am—Stack Center
Confession & Adoration
3:30pm—By the Tent
Friday, February 26th:
Mass With Livestream
8:15am—Stack Center
Stations of the Cross
3:30pm—By the St. Francis Garden Chapel

PRE-BAPTISM CLASS
FOR PARENTS & GODPARENTS
If you are wishing to have your child
baptized, ages infant to six years, parents
and Godparents need to attend a PreBaptism Class. You also need to be registered members of the parish for at least three months. PreBaptism classes are held the first Wednesday of the
month at 7:00pm via Zoom. Our next class will be
on March 3rd. Call Jay at 510-537-0806 for more information.

Saturday, February 27th:
Mass With Livestream
8:15am—Stack Center
Confession & Adoration
9:00am—Stack Center
Militia Immaculata Mass & Meeting
11:00am—Stack Center
Vigil Mass—Reservations are not required
4:00pm--St. Francis Garden Chapel
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK:
February 22nd through February 28th
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:

SUNDAY, February 21st
FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT

9:00am

Aaron Alcorn—D
John McCann—D
11:00am OLG Community
1:00pm Franciscan Friars

Friday:
Saturday:

MONDAY, February 22nd
The Chair of St. Peter the Apostle

8:15am

Sunday:

Frank Bargiacchi—D

TUESDAY, February 23rd

1 Peter 5:1-4; Matthew 16:13-19
Isaiah 55:10-11; Matthew 6:7-15
Jonah 3:1-10; Luke 11:29-32
Esther C:12, 14-16, 23-25;
Matthew 7:7-12
Ezekiel 18:21-28; Matthew 5:20-26
Deuteronomy 26:16-19;
Matthew 5:43-48
Genesis 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18;
Romans 8:31b-34; Mark 9:2-10

St. Polycarp, Bishop & Martyr

8:15am

Geneive Atol—D

WEDNESDAY, February 24th
8:15am Rose Nicasio—D
THURSDAY, February 25th
8:15am Andrew Perino—L
FRIDAY, February 26th
8:15am Robert Walters, Jr.—D
SATURDAY, February 27th
St. Gregory of Narek, Abbot & Doctor of the Church

8:15am
4:00pm

Claudia Dobbs—L
Gina Franco Cotroneo—D

STAY IN TOUCH!
Flocknote is the most important way for OLG to
communicate to you, our parishioners. If you would
like to be a member, visit our website at
www.olgcv.org and click on “Flocknote” at the top of
the homepage.

SUNDAY, February 28th
SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT

9:00am Kathleen Cande—L
11:00am Mary P. Burgess—D
1:00pm OLG Community

PAX CHRISTI QUOTE OF THE WEEK
“I personally believe that what we need most of all
today is patient, constructive and pastoral work rather
than acts of defiance which antagonize the average
person without enlightening him.”
-Thomas Merton, 1965

THIS WEEK--Continued
Sunday, February 28th:
The Second Sunday of Lent
Drive-In Mass With Livestream on Facebook
9:00am--Rear Parking Lot

To join our work with Pax Christi, please contact
the Parish Office at 510-537-0806.

Mass—Reservations are required
11:00am--Stack Center

THANK THEM WITH YOUR SUPPORT
Please support our advertisers who make our weekly
bulletin possible and so generously support our Parish. We are grateful to them!
This week we extend our gratitude to:

Confession
12:30pm—Tent
Spanish Mass - Reservations are not required
1:00pm--St. Francis Garden Chapel

Q CUTS
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