THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT DECEMBER 22, 2024

y/%m/f/l& My Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
T

;75\\ We will be celebrating The Birth of Christ in a few days. On December 24th, our Family Mass will
== be celebrated at 5:00 PM with our Mass at Night celebrated at 10:00PM. On December 25th, our
Mass Schedule reflects our Sunday Schedule Masses on Christmas Day and will be celebrated at

7:30AM, 9:00AM, 11:00AM, and 1:00PM (Spanish).

As we celebrate The Incarnation of the Lord, let us thank the Lord for hav-
ing set aside His Divinity and taking upon Himself our humanity. Let us tru-
ly cherish the gift of Jesus, The Word Made Flesh, born for us in Bethlehem.
Gazing upon mangers prepared here in our church and in our homes, let us
remember that The Birth of Jesus is not just the story of the birth of a baby
born to a woman over 2000 years ago. Gazing upon the image of the Christ
Child in our manger, we celebrate the fact that GOD has born into the world
like us in all things but sin and He shared in our human experience that each
of us are drawn ever closer to Him that we might share in the Divine Life of
God.

So, as we celebrate The Great Event of Jesus’ Birth, let each of us bow down in humble prayer before the Image
of Christ the Lord. Let us thank Him for the precious gift of life offered to us, embraced by us, and lived each
day as we continue on our journey of faith until we are forever with God in the Kingdom of Heaven.

Christmas Day and throughout the Christmas Season, let us find time to think about the Mystery of Christmas —
the Mystery of the Incarnation amid the Celebrations taking place with family and friends and here in our
Church, make an effort to tell the Lord how precious His Life is for us. With our homes and our Church being
beautifully decorated, let us make sure that our hearts are prepared for the Birth of Jesus.

My brothers and sisters in Christ, the mystery of the Incarnation of Our Lord Jesus Christ is an absolutely essen-
tial part of our redemption and salvation. Never tire reflecting on the mystery of the Incarnation, the Birth of Je-
sus, the Word made flesh. The more we reflect upon the Incarnation, the more we come to know the greatness of
our God. GOD has become human in the person of Jesus. All for the purpose of lifting us up to the level of
sharing in divine life.

A Blessed Christmas to you and your family
and the entire Faith Community of Our Lady of Grace Church!

~~ Fr. Raphael, Friars and Staff ~~

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph (December 29th) Luke 2:41-52

Each year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the feast of Passover, and when he was twelve years old, they
went up according to festival custom. After they had completed its days, as they were returning, the boy Jesus re-
mained behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it. Thinking that he was in the caravan, they journeyed for a
day and looked for him among their relatives and acquaintances, but not finding him, they returned to Jerusalem to
look for him. After three days they found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the teachers, listening to them and
asking them questions, and all who heard him were astounded at his understanding and his answers. When his parents
saw him, they were astonished, and his mother said to him, “Son, why have you done this to us? Your father and I
have been looking for you with great anxiety.” And he said to them, “Why were you looking for me? Did you not
know that I must be in my Father’s house?”” But they did not understand what he said to them. He went down with
them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them; and his mother kept all these things in her heart. And Jesus
advanced in wisdom and age and favor before God and man.
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CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE
Vigil Masses—Tuesday, December 24th

Carols will be sung 30 minutes before the evening Masses
Family Mass at 5:00pm
Mass at Night at 10:00pm

Wednesday, December 25th
Masses at 7:30am, 9:00am, 11:00am & 1:00pm (Spanish)

NEW YEAR’S DAY MASS SCHEDULE

Wednesday, January 1st
The Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God
Masses at 8:15am & 7:00pm

HOLIDAY OFFICE HOURS

The Parish Office will be closed on
December 24th-26th and will reopen on
December 27th at 8:30am. Additionally,
the office will be closed on December
31st-January 1st and will reopen on January 2nd at
8:30am. The entire Parish Staff wishes you all a

Blessed Christmas and a safe and Happy New Year!
SVdP WARM COAT DRIVE
Until December 31st

We are thankful for the generosity from

OneWarn Cor™ | the those who have given so far! St. Vin-

cent de Paul continues to collect coats
(men’s, women’s and children’s - new and gently
used), blankets and socks. You will find collection
barrels at the Somerset and parking lot sides of the
church along with one in the office. Thank you for
your generosity!

NO 8:15AM MASS
December 24th

There will be no 8:15am Mass on December 24th.
We thank you for your understanding.

ADORATION & RECONCILIATION
There will be no Adoration & Reconcilia-
tion on Thursday, December 26th. We invite ¢
you to come on Saturday, December 28th,
8:45-10:00am. Thank you for your under-
standing.

CHRISTMAS OFFERING

As we come to the end of this calendar year, we
want to take this opportunity to express our gratitude
not only for your financial support of our parish this
past year but, for the continued generosity of your time
and talent as well.

Please know we continue to be very mindful in our
stewardship of your financial offerings to the parish.
Your continuing support is most important and most
appreciated. Your Christmas and regular Sunday dona-
tions will help us to meet our end-of-year expenses and
hopefully, allow us to begin our new fiscal year on a
positive note. Our Christmas Offering Budget is
$35,000. We are grateful for your help in accomplish-
ing this goal.

Again we are most grateful to you for your support
throughout the year and look forward to sharing our
Year End Results in January 2025!

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS

We invite you to remember family
members and friends through a Flower
Offering which will help us to purchase
plants and other decorations we need to
beautify our sanctuary. You may list the
names of loved ones you wish to remember or memo-
rialize by using the special flower envelopes or by sub-
mitting the name to the Parish Office. A list of names
will be available after Christmas. Thank you for con-
sidering this thoughtful and helpful way to remember
those you love.

DECORATING FOR CHRISTMAS

The committee is in need of help to get
the church ready for Christmas. If you are
e~ available to help on Monday, December
(% 23rd at 9:30am, it would be most appre-
“ ciated. The more hands, the quicker the
work will be completed. Thanks in ad-

vance for your assistance!
w Girl’s Basketball registration is

open to grades 2nd-8th. Fee for
the 2025 program year is $195 + uniform fee. Space is
limited! Registration closes on January 12th. To reg-
ister, please visit: www.olgcveyo.com. For more in-
formation, questions or if you would like to coach,
please email: olgcyocv(@gmail.com. Go Lions!

CYO GIRLS BASKETBALL
REGISTRATION
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CYO ATHLETICS CRAB FEED
February 8th

Join us as we raise funds for
OLG’s CYO Athletics

Get Your Tickets Today!

e Doors open at 4:30pm in Stack Center

e Costis $85 per person

e Limited tables of 10 seats for $800 and tables of 12
seats for $950

e Menu includes Crab or Chicken, Pasta, Salad and
Bread

e No-Host Bar

e Music, Silent Auction and Raffle!

o Kid Kare available: $40 per child (space is limited)

De, 2
..-,\A B

Get your tickets online by visiting:
https://tinyurl.com/OLG-CYO-crab
or scan the QR code. Tickets are
also sold at the Parish Office (cash
or check)

FLOWER REMEMBRANCE FUND

We are grateful for the generous do-
nation from Olga Johnson in remem-
brance of Veronica Johnson-Farias.

J Flower donation envelopes may be found
at the entrances of the church to make a donation in
memory of or in honor of a loved one or other occa-
sion. If you have any questions, feel free to contact Jay
at 510-537-0806. Your donation in honor of your
loved one will be mentioned in the bulletin.

PRE-BAPTISM CLASS

If you are wishing to have your child \@\/

FOR PARENTS & GODPARENTS

baptized, ages infant to six years, parents >———~—
and Godparents need to attend a Pre- BAPTISM
Baptism Class. You also need to be regis-

tered members of the parish for at least three months.
There will be no class in January. Our next class will
be held on February 5th in Stack Center, OLG Room
at 7:00pm. Please call Jay at 510-537-0806 to register.

S ROSARY BEFORE MASS
ow:e‘, :o:o Come join in prayer of the Rosary 30
"ogg oy § minutes before each of the weekend litur-

gies. Pray for our Parish. All are welcome!

SUNDAY COLLECTION
Stewardship of treasure involves trust in God. You
have to really believe in God’s Providence and trust
that if you give 10% of your income to the Church and
charity, for example, God will help you live on the

rest.
Offerings for the Month of NOVEMBER:

Sunday Plate for the month: $ 39,764.00
Month Budgeted Goal: $ 35,601.00
Over/[Shortfall] $ 4,163.00
Year-To-Date Over/[Shortfall] $ 13,060.00

May God bless your continuing generosity.

Your Prayers Are Requested
Please lift up in your prayer those among
us who are ill and those who have asked
for our prayerful remembrance:

Esperanza Ortega Alarcon  Adie Gonzales
Susan Anderson Brian Linney

Lois Belmessieri Louisa Hokanson

Frank Broker Maria Mella
Jeff Brown Carmen Navarro
Jot Brown Hector Paez
Brian Bucholtz Diana Riley
Norma Dockter Jill Stavosky
Margaret Esperanza Lisa Tortora
Maria C. Gallegos Mark Vaz
Joan Gabrielli Peggy Winkenbach
Josepl’\
DO NOT BE
AERAID
for it is through
the HOLY
SPIRIT

that the child

as been conceived.

You are to name him

JESUS

bécause he will -
save his peopIe om
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Please remember in your prayers the recently
deceased in our parish families and all who mourn
the loss of a loved one.

In Memorial

VICTIMS OF VIOLENCE IN
THE MIDDLE EAST

VICTIMS OF GUN VIOLENCE
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COLUMBIETTES

Attention Ladies! Are you interested in
becoming active in our parish? Come see
what the Columbiettes are all about. We
meet on the 3rd Wednesday of each month.
Join us for our next meeting on January 15th, 6:30pm
in Stack Center, OLG Room. For additional infor-
mation, please visit:
https://www.californiacolumbiettes.com

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

The Knights of Columbus monthly
meetings are held on the 4th Thursday of
every month at 6:30pm in Stack Center,
OLG Room. If you are interested in join-

ing or would like more information, visit https://
www.kofc.org or join them at their next meeting on
January 23rd.

ALTAR CANDLE MEMORIALS

We are looking to have 6 monthly
sponsors for our Altar Candles and ask
e for a donation of $20 to cover the cost

of the candles for the month. Our do-
nors will be recognized in the 1st bulletin of the month
and there will be a monthly Mass offered for the inten-
tion of our Candle Memorial. Many blessed thanks for
those who have donated. For more information, please
call the Parish Office at 510-537-0806.

DEVOTIONAL CANDLES

Candles for our candle stand are available
for purchase. The candles will burn for 5 days
and are only intended for use in the church.
Please do not remove the glass globes from the
stand. The cost per candle is $5.00. You may
put your payment in the slot, located at the

candle stand.

MAXIMILIAN KOLBE QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“The Immaculata is "Suppliant Omnipotence”.
Each conversion and each sanctification is the work of
grace and she is Mediatrix of all graces. So she alone
is enough to beseech and to distribute all the graces,
whatever grace.”

Sunday, December 22nd:
Fourth Sunday of Advent
Monday, December 23rd:

Church Decorating
9:30m—Church

Tuesday, December 24th:
Parish Office Closed
No 8:15am Mass

Christmas Eve Vigil Masses
5:00pm & 10:00pm—Church

Wednesday, December 25th:

Merry Christmas!
Parish Office Closed

Christmas Day Masses
7:30am, 9:00am, 11:00am & 1:00pm (Spanish)
Church

Thursday, December 26th:
Parish Office Closed
No Adoration & Reconciliation

Mass
8:15am—Church

AA Serenity Group
7:30pm—Stack Center, Room 9

Saturday, December 28th:

Adoration & Reconciliation
8:45am—Church

Sunday, December 29th:
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph

1ST FRIDAYS OF EACH MONTH
January 3rd

. Exposition & Benediction

| All are invited to join us after the 8:15am
- Mass for Exposition and Benediction of
" the Sacred Heart of Jesus.

Traditional Latin Mass

Join us for Traditional Latin Mass at
7:00pm, dedicated to the Sacred Heart of
Jesus. :
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SUNDAY, December 22nd
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

7:30am  Louis Rodrigues —D
9:00am  Sean Hinkson—L

11:00am Marcie & James Dugan—D
1:00pm OLG Community
MONDAY, December 23rd

St. John of Kanty, Priest

8:15am  Antonio S. Barroso—D

TUESDAY, December 24th

5:00pm  Christimas Eve Mass
10:00pm Christmas Eve Mass
WEDNESDAY, December 25th

THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD

7:30am  The Solemnity of Christinas
9:00am  The Solemnity of Christinas
11:00am The Solemnity of Christinas
1:00pm  The Solemnity of Christimas (Spanish)
THURSDAY, December 26th

St. Stephen, The First Martyr

8:15am Evan Hinkson—L

FRIDAY, December 27th
St. John, Apostle & Evangelist

8:15am Dottie M. Hill— D

SATURDAY, December 28th
The Holy Innocents, Martyrs

8:15am  Rosa Martinez Reyes—D
5:00pm  All Souls in Purgatory
SUNDAY, December 29th

THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY & JOSEPH
7:30am  OLG Community

9:00am  Frank Lang—D

11:00am Joao Rodrigues & Henriqueta Gomes — D

1:00pm Sanchez & Mendoza Families —D
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK:
December 23rd through December 29th

Monday: Malachi 3:1-4, 23-24; Luke 1:57-66
Tuesday: 2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8-12, 14, 16;
Luke 1:67-79
Wednesday:
Vigil: Isaiah 62:1-5; Acts 13:16-17, 22-25;
Matthew 1:1-25
Night: Isaiah 9:1-6; Titus 2:11-14;
Luke 2:1-14
Dawn: Isaiah 62:11-12; Titus 3:4-7;
Luke 2:15-20
Day: Isaiah 52:7-10; Hebrews 1:1-6;
John 1:1-18
Thursday: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59;
Matthew 10:17-22
Friday: 1 John 1:1-4; John 20:1-8
Saturday: 1 John 1:5-2:2; Matthew 2:13-18
Sunday: Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14;

Colossians 3:12-21; Luke 2:41-52

Gtory tie Godd v the Arphost
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PAX CHRISTI QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“As we seek the truth together, with respect for the
conscience of others, we will be able to go forward
along the paths of freedom which lead to peace, in ac-
cordance with the will of God.”

-Pope John Paul II, January 1971

To join our work with Pax Christi, please contact
the Parish Office at 510-537-0806.

SEEKING ADVERTISERS FOR
OUR WEEKLY BULLETINS

In every bulletin, we proudly publish advertisers
from Castro Valley and neighboring cities. If you are a
business owner or know of someone who is and is in-
terested in having your business information published
for hundreds of parishioners to see each week, please
contact Mission Publications at 888-253-4358. OLG
thanks you in advance for your support!

RELEVANT RADIO - 1260 AM

relevant,., Relevant Radio brings you the best in

radid Catholic Radio 24/7! Playing on 1260AM
and dedicated to sharing the heart of the
Catholic Faith and changing lives.

THANK THEM WITH YOUR SUPPORT
Please support our advertisers who make our weekly
bulletin possible and so generously support our
Parish. We are grateful to them! This week we
extend our gratitude to:

BERNIE KEMPEN CERTIFIED
FAMILY LAW SPECIALIST




