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Dear Brothers and Sisters in the Lord, 
 
Here at our cluster, we would like to give special attention to the Eucharist beginning today. 
To celebrate The Solemnity of Christ the King, there will be a Eucharistic Procession begin-
ning with Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at 2:30 PM at Our Lady of Grace Church, 

carrying the Blessed Sacrament in procession (it will take about an hour) to Transfiguration Church where 
Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament will take place. Everyone is invited to participate. Please be aware that 
arrangements need to be made to have transportation between our two churches. 
 
It is our prayer that as we venerate the Blessed Sacrament on the Solemnity of Christ the King, this Sunday, 
it prepares us to more appropriately celebrate Thanksgiving in our homes and here in our Church. 
 
There are many images that express the intense mystery that is the Eucharist, but the Eucharist as thanksgiv-
ing is the most appropriate for November. In the Catechism of the Catholic Church, we read that Eucharist 
means first of all “thanksgiving”. A simple connection that we can make is that every time we celebrate the 
Eucharist, we share a Thanksgiving meal. As we celebrate the Eucharist, we are united as one body, one 
family sharing in the one bread and one cup of Christ. 
 
Many people assume that here in the United States we have celebrating Thanksgiving Day since the time of 
the pilgrims as a sign of thanksgiving for the harvest season. It was Abraham Lincoln who instituted the hol-
iday in 1863 during the Civil War. He wanted Americans to celebrate the holiday as a sign of unity and 
thanksgiving to God. As time progressed, the idea of the harvest became part of the experience of Thanks-
giving. 
 
Our celebration of Thanksgiving then resembles the meaning of the Sacrament of the Eucharist. My friends, 
may our Thanksgiving Celebration bring our family and friends together. May our Thanksgiving Celebration 
be a time of thanksgiving to God who has given us an abundance of gifts for our personal lives and the lives 
we live as part of a family, our family, and the Church. We celebrate Thanksgiving as a sign of unity and 
thanksgiving to God who has given us great gifts. 

 
Celebrate Christ The King! Join in Our Eucharistic Procession! 

Enjoy Thanksgiving Day here in our Church and with your family! 
 

-Fr. Raphael 
 

First Sunday in Advent (November 30th)                  Matthew 24:37-44               

 Jesus said to his disciples: "As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. In 
those days before the flood, they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day that Noah 
entered the ark. They did not know until the flood came and carried them all away. So will it be also at the coming of 
the Son of Man. Two men will be out in the field; one will be taken, and one will be left. Two women will be grind-
ing at the mill; one will be taken, and one will be left. Therefore, stay awake! For you do not know on which day your 
Lord will come. Be sure of this: if the master of the house had known the hour of night when the thief was coming, he 
would have stayed awake and not let his house be broken into. So too, you also must be prepared, for at an hour you 
do not expect, the Son of Man will come." 

          NOVEMBER 23, 2025 
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ST. VINCENT DE PAUL 
COAT & BLANKET DRIVE 

Until December 31st 

 
 

    St. Vincent de Paul continues to collect 
coats (men’s, women’s and children’s - 
new and gently used) and blankets.  As 

winter approaches, many in our community do not 
have the resources necessary to purchase these items. 
This is true not only for those who are unhoused, but 
also for families who cannot afford to keep their 
homes heated. We all know what PG&E bills look like 
during the winter. You will find collection barrels at 
the Somerset and parking lot sides of the church, along 
with one in the Parish Office. May God bless you for 
your generosity! 

THANKSGIVING DAY LITURGY 
 

     Our Lady of Grace Parish will celebrate a Mass of Thanksgiving on Thursday, November 
27th at 9:30am. There is much to be thankful for in our lives and this is also a time to consider 
ways of helping those around us who are in need. The monetary collection from this Mass will 
benefit the work of our St. Vincent de Paul Society. St. Vincent de Paul will be taking dona-
tions of food, cash and gift cards beginning this weekend (November 22nd & 23rd), before 
Thanksgiving Day.  

 

Our greatest needs are: Peanut butter, jam/jelly, tuna, soup/chili, cereal, pasta, rice, canned 
chicken, canned fruit or vegetables, boxed fruit drinks, fruit cups, individual bags of chips or cookies, Safeway, 
Lucky, Grocery Outlet or Smart & Final gift cards. 

 

     Food items may be placed in bins that are located at the entrances to the Church and at the table in front of the 
Blessed Mother Mary statue. Gift cards may be brought to the Parish Office or placed in the mail slot. As al-
ways—we greatly appreciate your generosity. Please pray for us and for those whom we are helping.  Do you 
know someone that could use help for the holidays? Please have them call our help line at 510-707-8988. 
From our Conference to you—Happy Thanksgiving and a Blessed holiday season! 

OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE 
CELEBRATION 
December 12th 

 

    The Hispanic Group invites the entire 
 Parish community to honor Our Lady of 
Guadalupe!  
 

Triduum of Rosaries 
December 9th & 10th at 6:30pm 

December 11th at 7:15pm 

 
 

Triduo de Rosarios  

Diciembre 9 y 10 a las 6:30 pm 
Diciembre 11 a las 7:15 pm 

 
 

          Beginning at 5:00am, join us in the church as we 
pray the Rosary, followed by Mañanitas (joyous Mexi-
can Folk Music) starting at 5:30am. Immediately fol-
lowing, Mexican hot chocolate and bread will be 
served in Stack Center. At 8:15am we will celebrate 
Mass in English with the School. At 7:00pm we will 
celebrate Mass in Spanish. 
 
 

Celebraciones En Honor a al Virgen de Guadalupe 
    Rosario a la 5:00 am. Mañanitas a la 5:30 am en la 
Iglesia. Se servirá inmediatamente después chocolate y 
pan mexicano en el Stack Center. Misas a la 8:15 am 
en inglés con la escuela y a la 7:00 pm en español.  

CHRIST THE KING  
EUCHARISTIC PROCESSION 

November 23rd 

 

*Weather Permitting* 

 

   Join us at 2:30pm at OLG Church for 
Exposition of the Holy Eucharist followed by a Pro-
cession from OLG Church to Transfiguration, where 
Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament will take place. 
The Procession will take about an hour. Wear comfort-
able shoes and bring water along. Be sure to arrange 
for transportation between the churches. 

FESCO ADOPT-A-FAMILY 
 

             Our Lady of Grace will be participating 
in the FESCO Adopt-a-Family program 
again this year.  Your faithful support of 
FESCO families is greatly appreciated. 
Look for ornaments on the giving tree beginning the 
first Sunday of Advent, November 29th-30th.  The 
tree will be located at the back of the church. More de-
tails to come! 

POST ACUTE PATIENTS 
IN NEED OF DONATIONS 

 

     St. Vincent de Paul and OLG Faith For-
mation are requesting donations of new toi-
letries, hats, scarves, socks, slippers, and 

pajamas to be given as gifts this Christmas to residents 
of a post-acute healthcare facility in Castro Val-
ley.  Donation bins are at the Somerset side of the 
church, the Parish Office, and Stack Center.  Thank 
you for your kindness and support! 



   Wayne Blackard   
   Jeff Brown 
   Jot Brown 
   Cristina Castellanos 
   Himgauri Chaudhary 
   Joyce Czeck  
   Heidi Denzler-Halsey 
   Norma Dockter 
   Diego Gonzalez 
   Theresa Hull-Nye 

Brian Linney 
Maria Flores Martinez 
Sheryl Michaud 
Cec Penland 
Diana Riley 
Tommy Rosenbusch 
Lisa Tortora 
Mark Vaz 
Peggy Winkenbach 
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Please lift up in your prayer those among 
us who are ill and those who have asked 
for our prayerful remembrance: 
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Please  remember in your prayers the recently 
deceased in our parish families and all who mourn 

the loss of a loved one. 
 

In Memorial 
 
 

GINA CASTILLO 

 
 

MARIE SONGEY 
 

VICTIMS OF VIOLENCE 
 
 

VICTIMS OF GUN VIOLENCE 

SUNDAY COLLECTION 

     Stewardship of treasure involves trust in God.  You 
have to really believe in God’s Providence and trust 
that if you give 10% of your income to the Church and 
charity, for example, God will help you live on the 
rest. 
Offerings for the Month of OCTOBER: 

 

     Sunday Plate for the month:  $   38,481.00  
     Month Budgeted Goal:         $   37,991.00  
     Over/[Shortfall]                $        490.00 
     Year-To-Date Over/[Shortfall]  $   19,761.00 
 

May God bless your continuing generosity.  

DIOCESAN CAMPAIGN FOR MERCY 
There’s Still Time to Give 

 

     Your donation plays a crucial role in sup-
porting initiatives that target the fundamental 
issues of poverty across our diocese, ful-
filling our mission to carry out the Corporal Works of 
Mercy. Through your generosity, the campaign puts 
into practice Catholic teaching on the life and dignity of 
every human person and fulfills the Gospel command to 
care for "the least of these" (Matthew 
25). Please make your check out to 
“Roman Catholic Bishop of Oakland”, 
put "Mercy" on the memo line and place 
it in the Parish Office mail slot. To give 
online please scan the QR code. 
 

May God richly bless you for your generosity! 

THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY 
PARISH OFFICE CLOSED 

 

    The Parish Office will be closed on 
Thursday, November 27th and Friday, 
November 28th. We will reopen on 
Monday, December 1st at 8:30am. The entire Parish 
Staff wishes you and your family a Blessed Thanksgiv-
ing! 
 
 

           On Thanksgiving Day, November 27th, there will be 
no 8:15am Mass and no Adoration  and Reconciliation. 
We thank you for your understanding. 

ADVENT LESSON AND CAROLS 
December 7th 

 

             Join us at 4:00pm in the Church for a 
special service celebrating the upcoming 
birth of Jesus. The story of the fall of hu-
manity, the promise of the Messiah, and 

the birth of Jesus is told in nine short scripture readings 
from Genesis, the prophetic books, and the Gospels, 
interspersed with the singing of Christmas carols, 
hymns and choir music. Immediately following will be 
a Cookie Exchange in Stack Center. Bring a Christmas 
tin and 2 dozen of your favorite cookies to participate 
in the share and “exchange”. Cookies are not required 
to attend the program. Everyone's welcome! 

GET WELL WISHES FOR FR. RAPHAEL 
 

     If you would like to give a get well card 
for Fr. Raphael, please bring it to the Parish 

Office or put it in the mail slot. We will make 
sure Fr. Raphael gets them. Thank you! 



OUR LADY OF GRACE  PARISH                                                NOVEMBER 23, 2025 

 4 

    
   
 
 
   
   
 
 
  
 

  Sunday, November 23rd:  
 
  

 Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 
 
 
 

 OCIA Rite of Acceptance 
 11:00am Mass—Church 
 
 

 Christ the King Eucharistic Procession 
 2:30pm—Church 
 
 
  

  Tuesday, November 24th: 
 
  

 Men’s Cursillo Meeting 
 6:00pm—Stack Center, OLG Room 
 
 

 Men’s Faith Share 
 7:00pm—Stack Center, OLG Room 
 
 

 Women’s Advent Faith Share 
 7:00pm—Stack Center, Room 7 
 
 
   

  Thursday, November 27th:    
  

 HAPPY THANKSGIVING! 
 Parish Office Closed 
 No 8:15am Mass 
 No Adoration & Reconciliation 
 
 

 Mass of Thanksgiving 
 9:30am—Church 
 
 

 AA Serenity Group 
 7:30pm—Stack Center, Room 9 
 
 
 

  Friday, November 28th:    
  

 Parish Office Closed 
 
 
 

  Saturday, November 29th: 
 
  

 Adoration & Reconciliation 
 8:45am—Church 
 
 

  Sunday, November 30th:  
 
  

 First Sunday of Advent 
 
 
 

 1st Communion Class – Year 2 
 10:15am—Stack Center 
 
 

PRE-BAPTISM CLASS  
FOR PARENTS & GODPARENTS 

          If you are wishing to have your child 
baptized, ages infant to six years, parents 
and Godparents need to attend a Pre-
Baptism Class. You also need to be regis-

tered members of the parish for at least three months. 
Our next class will be held on December 3rd in Stack 
Center, OLG Room at 7:00pm. Please call Jay at 510-
537-0806 to register.  

CELEBRATION OF BAPTISM 

 

We recently welcomed 
 
 

Theodore Parker Penland 
 
 

into Our Lady of Grace Church by the Sacrament of 
Holy Baptism. May God Bless you! 

MAXIMILIAN KOLBE QUOTE OF THE WEEK         

     “I only ask insistently for a prayer, that I may truly 
let myself be led by the Immaculata ever more perfectly 
and that my every thought, word, and deed belong 
more and more to her.” 

MILITIA IMMACULATA MEETINGS 
 

    What is the Militia of the Immacu-
lata? The MI is a universal and interna-
tional public association of the faithful, 
erected by the Holy See. The MI was 
founded in 1917 by St. Maximilian Kol-

be. The MI is open to Catholics of all walks of life and 
encourages all people of good will to develop a trust-
ing relationship with Our Lady. The aim of the MI is 
to win the whole world for Christ through the Immacu-
lata, Mother of God, and of the Church. 
 

                  Come join us as members of the Militia Immaculata 
on the 1st Saturday of each month at 10:00am in Stack 
Center, OLG Room. Our next meeting will be on 
December 6th. 

         ROSARY BEFORE MASS       

               Come join in prayer of the Rosary 
20 minutes before each of the weekend 
liturgies. Pray for our Parish. All are 
welcome! 
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THANK THEM WITH YOUR SUPPORT 

Please support our advertisers who make our weekly 
bulletin possible and  so generously support our 
Parish.  We are grateful to them! This week we 
extend our gratitude to: 

 

7 HILLS BARBER SHOP 

 

SUNDAY, November 23rd 
OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE 

7:30am Iluminada De Vega—D 
9:00am OLG Community 
11:00am James Martins—D 
1:00pm Maria Pham—D 
 

MONDAY, November 24th 
St. Andrew Dũng-Lạc, Priest, & Companions, Martyrs  
8:15am Esemea Tabacco—D 
 

TUESDAY, November 25th 
St. Catherine of Alexandria, Virgin & Martyr 
8:15am Francisco & Florencia Gonzales—D 
 

WEDNESDAY, November 26th 
8:15am Gloria Bazan—D 
 

THURSDAY, November 27th 
9:30am Mass of Thanksgiving 
 

FRIDAY, November 28th 
8:15am Manuel & Gose Silva—D 
 

SATURDAY, November 29th 
8:15am Jeanne Ilag Hughes—D 
5:00pm Ernie Selmeczki—D 
 

SUNDAY, November 30th 
7:30am Tomas & Taciana Sandoval—L 
9:00am Florence & LaVerle Kest—L 
11:00am OLG Community 
1:00pm Martha Olivia Duarte—L 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK: 

 

November 24th through November 30th 
 
 
 

Monday:  Daniel 1:1-6,8-20; Luke 21:1-4 
Tuesday:  Daniel 2:31-45; Luke 21:5-11 
Wednesday:  Daniel 5:1-6,13-14, 16-17, 23-28; 
  Luke 21:12-19 
Thursday:  Daniel 6:12-28; Luke 21:20-28 
Friday:  Daniel 7:2-14; Luke 21:29-33 
Saturday:  Daniel 7:15-17; Luke 21:34-36 
Sunday:  Isaiah 2:1-5; Romans 13:11-14; 
  Matthew 24:37-44 

RELEVANT RADIO - 1260 AM 
 

     Relevant Radio brings you the best in 
Catholic Radio 24/7! Playing on 1260AM 
and dedicated to sharing the heart of the 
Catholic Faith and changing lives. 

PAX CHRISTI QUOTE OF THE WEEK 

 

               “Prayer and sacrifice must be used as the most ef-
fective spiritual weapons in the war against war, and 
like all weapons, they mut be used with deliberate aim: 
not just with a vague aspiration for peace and security 
but against violence and war.”    \ 

                                                                                     -Thomas Merton, 1961 
 
 
 

     To join our work with Pax Christi, please contact 
the Parish Office at 510-537-0806. 
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HOLIDAY BULLETIN DEADLINES 

 

     Please have items for the Bulletin to the Parish Of-
fice no later than the deadlines shown below: 

 

December 7th Bulletin:     Due November 25th 
December 14th Bulletin:   Due December 5th 
December 21st Bulletin:   Due December 12th 
December 28th Bulletin:   Due December 16th 
January 4th Bulletin:         Due December 19th 

WINGS  
WOMEN IN GOD’S SPIRIT 

Finding Treasure  
in the Waiting Time 

 

   Advent is a time of waiting...sometimes with pa-
tience, and often with a sense of too little, too late. 
This Advent, let’s go looking for the treasures of the 
season; the joys, the quiet moments, the great hope we 
have in our Savior, whose birth we are about to cele-
brate. Our WINGS theme this year will be seen in a 
practical presentation of ways to step away from the 
chaos in our world today, embracing the certain hope 
found in the many treasures of Advent. 

 

            Join us on December 4th at 9:00am at Transfig-
uration’s Church Hall. Our speaker will be Kathy 
Coffey. 



OUR LADY OF GRACE - LIST OF MINISTRIES 

 
 

Community Outreach Ministries 

Helping Hands: Assist with hospitality after OLG’s funerals for family members and friends of the deceased. 

 

Pastoral Care to the Sick: Visit the sick while praying & distributing the Eucharist. 

 

Pax Christi: Upholding the Gospel values of peace & social justice in our community & the world at large. 

 

St. Vincent de Paul: Assist the poor & those in temporary need with food & financial assistance.  

 

Faith Formation Ministries 

Baptism Preparation: Assist with instruction to parents & godparents preparing to have their infants baptized. 1st 

Wednesday of the month 

 

Family Faith Formation: Assist with religious education of students of grades 1st-8th on Sundays. 

 

Men’s Faith Share: Gather with other men of our Parish to discuss the upcoming Sunday readings.  

 

Women’s Bible Study: Gather with other women of our Parish during Advent & Lent in preparation for Christmas & 

Easter. 

 

OCIA (Order of Christian Initiation for Adults): Assist with guidance of adults seeking membership into the Church 

on Wednesday evenings. 

 

Sacrament Preparation: Assist with Baptism, 1st Reconciliation, 1st Holy Communion (ages 7 & up) and Confirmation 

(High School) on Sundays. 
 

Liturgical Ministries 

Altar Servers: Assist priests at liturgical services, especially the Masses, for grades 5th-12th.  

 

Extraordinary Ministers: Distribute the Holy Eucharist at Mass & to the homebound. 

 

Lectors: Proclaim the 1st & 2nd Readings at Mass. 

 

Music: Choir sings at the 11:00am Mass, Folk Group sings contemporary Catholic music at the 9:00am Mass & 5:00pm 

Ensemble sings at the 5:00pm Mass. Coro en la misa de español a la 1:00 p.m. 

 

Ushers: Assist with greeting parishioners, taking up the collections, seating people as needed. 

 

Parish Life Ministries 

Columbiette’s: Women’s auxiliary assisting the Knights of Columbus with Parish activities & fundraising. 

 

CYO (Catholic Youth Organization): Sports program for grades 2nd-8th. 

 

Fall Festival: OLG’s biggest fundraiser event held on the last weekend of September. 

 

Italian Catholic Federation (ICF): Non-profit fraternal organization promoting activities that build faith & family. 

 

Knights of Columbus: Catholic Men’s fraternal organization organizing year-round fundraising events to benefit OLG. 

 

 

 

If you are interested in knowing more about our Ministries, please call the Parish Office at 510-537-0806. 
 



 
 

GUITARS - PERCUSSION - KEYBOARDS - BAND & ORCHESTRA  
PRO AUDIO - LESSONS - REPAIRS - SERVICE 

DRE# 01461001 

Real Estate Services 
RebeccaSayami.com 

(510) 240-5347 

BLAHA, HARTFORDBLAHA, HARTFORDBLAHA, HARTFORD   
& PERRY& PERRY& PERRY   

   

Wills, Trusts, Probate,Wills, Trusts, Probate,Wills, Trusts, Probate,   
Family Law andFamily Law andFamily Law and   

MediationMediationMediation   
   

2807 Castro Valley Blvd.,2807 Castro Valley Blvd.,2807 Castro Valley Blvd.,   
Castro ValleyCastro ValleyCastro Valley   

   

(510) 886(510) 886(510) 886---280028002800   
   

Jerome BlahaJerome BlahaJerome Blaha   

#4
8 

O
ur

 L
ad

y 
of

 G
ra

ce
, C

as
tr

o 
V

al
le

y 
20

25
 

 M
is

si
on

 P
ub

li
ca

tio
ns

   
F

O
R

 A
D

S
 C

A
L

L
 1

-8
88

-2
53

-4
35

8 

PLEASE SUPPORT THESE ADVERTISERS 

POR FAVOR APOYE A ESTOS ANUNCIANTES 

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING SPECIALIST 
“Satisfaction Guaranteed” 

 (510) 538-9817                              2544 Castro Valley Blvd. 
 www.bamorrison.com                                    Castro Valley 

Lic.# 603913 “The Best Roof is a Beck Roof” 

PO Box: 234, Hayward CA 94543 
21123 Meekland Ave, Hayward CA 94541 

www.beckroofingonline.com 
 

  Brian Beck      510.581.6750 
      CA Lic. No. 263060        beckroofingco@aol.com 
 

 

Family Owned and Operated Since 1957 
 

Residential • Commercial • Industrial 
ReRoof • Repairs • Skylights • Gutters   

Insulation • Ventilation • General Contracting   
Energy Efficient Roofing 

Jess C. Spencer 
 

MORTUARY 
and 

CREMATORY 
 

581-9133 
 

21228 Redwood Rd. 
Castro Valley 

www.spencermortuary.com 
 

FD-1168                 CR49 

peteshardware.com │ 2569 Castro Valley Blvd. 

Full Service Hardware 

for Contractors & Homeowners 

510-581-7633 
Serving the Community Since 1926 

Our Lady of Grace Catholic School 
19920 Anita Ave., Castro Valley, CA 94546 
Office (510) 581-3155        Fax (510) 581-1059 
www.olgschool.org  
Eugenia “Gena” McGowan, Principal 

 

Representing Personal Injury Victims Throughout Northern California 
 

Personal Injury │ Product Liability │ Elder Abuse/Neglect 
Animal Attacks │ Slip/Trip & Fall  

Car, Truck, Bike, Motorcycle, Pedestrian Collisions. 
 

Dedicado a la comunidad Hispana 
510-925-3655  

 

www.edrobleslaw.com 

 

Castro Valley, CA 
Since 1989 

 

Drainage Systems • Retaining Walls  
Foundation Repairs • Seismic Upgrades 

510-537-6550 
Lance Capilla - Owner 

 

alameda-engineering.com 


